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Pastors Who Will Agree to | 
Make Nov. 1 “Sword of the Lord | 
Sunday” in Their Church, With a | 
5-Minute Talk on “The Sword of. 
the Lord,” in One of the Main. 
Preaching Services, With Sample | 
Copies Given Out to the Congre- | 


to Send in Subscriptions, 


No Signs of Christ’s Coming 


“But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the 
gation, and a Good Christian Ap- | "gels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. Take 
pointed and Publicly Announced | ¥¢ eed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is. For the 


May | Son of Man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and 


Have Either of the Books Listed | gave authority to his servants, and to every man his work, and com- 
Below FREE! 


manded the porter to watch. Watch ye therefore: for ye know not 
when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at 
the cockcrowing, or in the morning: Lest coming suddenly he find 
you sleeping. And what I say unto! you I say unto all, Watch.’— 
Mark 13:32-37. 


“For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look | “me 
| have appeared which indicate that 


ma | for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.”—Phil. 3:20. 
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Prayer—Asking and Receiving, 
has 328 pages, one of the most 


“popular books on prayer ever writ- 


ten, 140,000 copies printed, 20,000 
more copies ordered. Price, $2.50. 


The Power of Pentecost has 441 
large pages, an exhaustive study 
of the fullness of the Holy Spirit. 
Heart-warming, scriptural, _life- 
changing. Price, $3.00. 


(Continued on page 4) 
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Twice my book on The Coming 


Kingdom of Christ has been reset | 
‘in type and each time chapter 14° 
on signs of Christ's coming has 
|been revised. Each time I needed 
'to modify further the teaching. | 
‘Now for a fourth edition, after | 
/months of prayer and study, I am 


led to rewrite the chapter entirely. 


It is a new chapter on “No Signs. 


of Christ’s Coming.” I find it did 
not heretofore emphasize, as it 
the one great central 
teaching “of Christ and the apos- 


'tles, that Jesus Christ may come 
.at any moment, that His coming 
|is imminent. : 

Christ’s coming is imminent. 
That means that Jesus may come 
at any moment. That means that 


there is no other prophesied event 


coming. Nothing else needs to hap- 
pen before Jesus may come. No 
Signs need precede it. Jesus may 
come today. He could have come 


Meet Mr. Jesus 


A Midnight Visit 


By Dr. Vernon C. Grounds 
Professor, Conservative Baptist Seminary, 
1500 E. 10th Avenue, Denver, Colorado 


Have you ever met Mr. Jesus? 
If that question seems impertinent 
or even sacrilegious, let me ask 
this instead: Have you ever met 
the Son of God in a decisive, face- 
to-face, -life-transforming encoun- 
ter? I am not asking whether you 
admire the strange Carpenter of 
Galilee. I am not asking whether 
you belong to a church. I am not 
asking whether you are moral and 
decent, a respectable member of 
society. I am asking just this: 
Have you ever undergone a Da- 
mascus Road experience? 

As you ponder that question, let 
me read to you the account which 
Luke gives in Acts, the ninth 
chapter, verses 1 through 5: 

And Saul, yet breathing out 
threatenings and slaughter against 
the disciples of the Lord, went un- 
to the high priest, And desired of 
him letters to Damascus to the 
synagogues, that if he found any 
of this way, whether they were 
men or women, he might bring 
them bound unto Jerusalem. And 
as he journeyed, he came near Da- 
mascus: and suddenly there shined 
round about him a light from 
heaven: And he fell to the earth, 
and heard a voice saying unto him, 
Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou 
me? And he said, Who art thou, 
Lord? And the Lord said, I am 
Jesus whom thou persecutest: it 
is hard for thee to kick against 
the pricks. 

Notice three things in this in- 


spired account. First, Saul, a Phar-|. 


isee, outstanding in his own relig- 
jon, was confused, and confused 
precisely because of religion. Sec- 


ond, Saul in his confusion was 


of God. Third, Saul as a result of 


into a new personality with a new 
perspective, a new passion, and a 
new purpose. 


Saul Confused Because 
of Religion 


outstanding in Judaism, his ances- 
(Continued on page 10) 


Dr. Vernon C. Grounds 


Een 


at any time since Pentecost. It 
is a glad event hanging over us 
for which we should expectantly 
await. The coming of Christ is 
imminent. 

I do not mean that “Jesus is 
coming soon,” as sO many people 
say. He may come soon; He may | 
not come for five hundred years. I | 
do not know, no one knows. But. 
His coming is possible at any mo- 


confronted by the ascended Son ' 


that confrontation was changed | 


Notice, to begin with, that Saul, | 


ment and we should expect it. 
I do not mean that certain signs 


'Christ is coming soon. We do not 
“For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to | 


all men, Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we | 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; | 
Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the) 
_great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.”—Titus 2:11-13. 


need signs; we simply need to be- 
lieve and heed His plain state- 
ments in the Bible. He command- 
ed us to watch, and we should 
watch, knowing that He may come 


'at any time. 
I do not mean that there is any | 
“in| 


Special evidence that we are 


| 


——————————— -— 


the end of the age” or that these 
are “the closing days,” as so many 
people say. I believe that is wrong 
and unscriptural. I do not believe 
that anybody in the world knows 
how close to the end we are. When 
I say that the coming of Jesus 
Christ is imminent, I do not mean 
that there is any special evidence 
that anybody can give that this 
age is drawing to an end. I simply 
mean that He may come at any 
moment, as He said He might, and 
we should watch for His coming. 

I do not mean that we should 
expect Christ’s coming because of 
world events. No, we should ex- 
pect His coming because He said 
for us to expect Him. We should 
expect His coming not by sight 
but by faith, not by the news- 
papers, but by the Word of God, 

(Continued on page 3) 
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The Bible is Right 


which must occur. before Christ's | ——eee 


| By T. DeWitt Talmage 


’ 


| 


“The statutes of the Lord are right.”—Psalm 19:8. 


| Old books go out of date. When ;— 


| they were written, they discussed | ang science, and religion would 


| questions which were being dis-| consecrate it with their tears. 


‘cussed; they struck at wrongs 


ered from the imperfect mass, bet- 
| ter classified and more lucidly pre- 
sented. Were they books of poetry, 
'they were interlocked with wild 
i'mythologies, which have gone up 


ee -|from the face of the earth like 


‘mists at sunrise. Were they books 
of morals, civilization will not sit 
‘at the feet of barbarism, neither 
do we want Sappho, Pythagoras, 
and Tully to teach us morals. 
What do the masses of people care 
now for the pathos of Simonides, 
|or the sarcasm of Menander, or 
ithe gracefulness of Philemon, or 
| the wit of Aristophanes? 


| Even the old books we have left, 
| with a few exceptions, have but 
'very little effect upon our times. 
‘Books are human; they have a 
time to be born, they are fondled, 
they grow in strength, they have 
'a middle-life of usefulness; then 
comes old age, they totter, and 


braries are merely the cemeteries 
of dead books. Some of them lived 
flagitious lives, and died deaths 
of ignominy. Some were virtuous, 
and accomplished a glorious mis- 
sion. Some went into the ashes 
through inquisitorial fires. Some 
found their funeral pile in sacked 
and plundered cities. Some were 
neglected and died as foundlings 
at the door of science. 


Ever and anon there comes into 
your possession an old book, its 
author forgotten and its usefulness 


done, and with leathern lips it 
seems to say: “I wish I were 
dead.” Monuments have been 


‘raised over poets and philanthrop- 
pists. Would that some tall shaft 
might be erected in honor of the 
world’s buried books. The world’s 
authors would make pilgrimage 
thereto and poetry and literature, 


they die. Many of the national li- | 


| 
| 


| 
| 


i 
| 


Not so with one old book. It 


| which had long ago ceased, or ad- |started in the world’s infancy. It 
vocated institutions which excite | screw under theocracy and mon- 
not our interest. Were they books | archy. It withstood storms of fire. 
of history, the facts had been gath-| yt grew under prophet’s mantle 
| 


Dr. T. DeWitt Talmage 


and under the fisherman’s coat of 
the apostles. In Rome, and Ephe- 
sus, and Jerusalem, and Patmos. 
Tyranny issued edicts against it, 
and infidelity put out the tongue, 
and Mohammedanism from its 
mosques hurled its anathemas, but 
the old Bible lived. It crossed the 
British Channel, and was greeted 
by Wyclif and James I. It crossed 
the Atlantic and struck Plymouth 
Rock, until like that Horeb it 
gushed with blessedness. Churches 
and asylums have gathered all 
along its way, ringing their bells, 
and stretching out their hands of 
blessing; and every Sabbath there 
are ten thousand heralds of the 
Cross with their hands on this 
open, grand, free, old English Bi- 
ble. 


(Continued on page 11) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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Page Two = 
® ° e full-time service, and is now teach- 
ing in a Christian college. 
lll iil ( \ People, churches, pastors are be- 
rs ing changed. Countless local soul- 


Lessons From Nehemiah’s Day on Our Part in Bringing Back 
a Great Revival of New? Testament Christianity in 
America Through THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


By the Editor 


I have been going over the book of Nehemiah and seeing 
how God used that mighty man to do a task humanly impossi- 


ble. Returning from Babylon 


‘where he had been the king’s 


cupbearer, Nehemiah gathered together workers, after he 


had gained the favor of the 


king, encouraged and led the 


people of Jerusalem to rise and rebuild the walls and gates 
of the city, and prepare it tobe a Jewish center again, where 


the Saviour could come and 
eventually be crucified. i 


God has comforted my 
through this meditation, and en- 
couraged me to go forward in the 
e’reat task of trying to increase 
THe Sword OF THE LORD circula- 
tion to 200,000 paid subscriptions 
in the next 12 months, that is, by 
our twentieth anniversary, Sep- 
tember 28, 1954. 

Several lessons we find in this 
scriptural account of the trials 
and toil and cooperation and suc- 
of this tremendous attempt 
of Nehemiah and his friends. 


1. The Task Needed to 
Be Done 


When Nehemiah’s brethren re- 
turned from Jerusalem, Nehemiah 
“. . . asked them concerning the 

ews that had escaped, which were 


Cess 


Jeft of the captivity, and concern-" 


fne Jerusalem.” And here was the 
discouraging reply, “. .. The rem- 
mant that are left of the captivity 
there in the province are in great 
affliction and reproach: the wall 
of Jerusalem also is broken down, 
and the gates thereof are burned 
with fire.” , 

This was a sad state for Jeru- 
salem, the Holy City. How would 
the Scriptures be fulfilled? How 
could a Saviour appear at Jerusa- 
jem as king of the Jews? How 
would He preach in the temple 
courts? How would He make a 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem? 
How would He be tried and re- 
jected and beaten and nailed to a 
cross and die outside the city gate, 
if there was no city, Jerusalem 
peopled by returning Jews? 
Nehemiah dedicated himself to go 
to the destroyed city, to rebuild 
the walls, to hearten and organize 
the people, and set up a remnant 
of the nation again.. With incredi- 
ble hardships, with _ sacrificing 
self-denial, despite misunderstand- 
ing and abuse and constant dan- 
ger, Nehemiah succeeded. The 
task Was so great and it needed to 
be done. 


And we feel the same way about 
stirring revival fires and bringing 
people back to New Testament 
nristianity, back to soul winning, 
back to revival, back to the power 
of the Holy Spirit, back to con- 
secrated, separated Christian liv- 
ing, back to sound doctrine in 
America. The Sanballats and To- 


heart 


So 


preach and where He would 


biahs in Nehmiah’s time, the 
heathen surrounding the ruined 


city, were no greater enemies than 
the modernists and formalists who 
have largely taken over the de- 
nominations and made our church- 
es more like refrigerators than in- 
cubators. Surely America needs 
to come back to old-time Bible 
preaching against sin, old-time re- 
pentence, old-time waiting on God 
for cleansing and power, old-time 
testimony and preaching in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. We need 
everywhere to have people seek- 
ing God’s face, turning from sin, 
going back to the old paths which 
made America great. Oh, surely 
we can agree that America needs 
revival. 

And some of us, with burden, 
tears, prayer and dedication, have 
set ourselves to bring back such 
creat revivals to America. There 
are many evidences that God is 
helping and hearing. If we can 
raise the circulation of THE SworRD 
OF THE LorD to 200,000 within one 
year, surely we will, by God’s help, 
make such a spiritual impact on 
America, so influence preachers 
and churches and individual] Chris- 
tians for revival and soul winning 
and fundamental New Testament 
Christianity and sound Bible doc- 
trine as no single magazine or 
other Christian institution ever 
did in America! 

We know it in a thousand ways. 
Evidence came today in a letter 
from a Southern Baptist pastor 
solemnly vowing to wait upon God 
until he had the breath of Heaven 
upon him, until he had soul-win- 
ning power. He resolved he would 
no longer be a fruitless, powerless 
preacher. Evidence came two days 
ago in a letter from a man about 
to be released from ‘an Ohio peni- 
tentiary. He told how THE SworpD 
OF THE LORD had changed his life 
in prison, and sent a change of 
address to his new thhome, and 
promised faithfully that he was 
done with a life of sin. 

The evidence came five days 
ago, when a college teacher came 
warmly to shake my ‘hand and 
thank me for one letter of mine 
which, he said, changed his life. 
He got in touch with THE Sworp 
OF THE LORD, was led to a great 
Christian university, trained for 
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winning revivals are occurring, 
which can be traced largely to the 
influence of THE SWORD OF THE 
LorD on a preacher or a group of 
Christians, 


So the goal to make THE SworRD 
OF THE Lorp reach 200,000 paid 
subscribers by our twentieth anni- 
versary is a proper goal. We ought 
to do it. God will be honored in it. 
Fundamental Bible Christianity 
will prosper by it. And God must 
have every bit of the glory. We 
ought to do it for His sake. 


2. But the Task Is Humanly 
Impossible 

Nehemiah could not have re- 
built the walls of Jerusalem alone. 
Even with the help of men, he 
could not do it without God. It 
was a task which others had found 
impossible, and Nehemiah would 
have found it impossible, too, 
without Divine intervention. 

And how well this poor editor 
knows it, that we cannot double 
the circulation of THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD in one year unless we 
have supernatural help from God. 
God must raise up friends. God 
must stir the hearts of people 
to be burdened for revival, to be 
burdened for the fundamentals of 
the faith. God must put it in the 
hearts of pastors and people to 
help spread THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD or We cannot do it. 

If we can have thousands of 
Christians who will each under- 
take to get a quota of subscrip- 
tions—25, or 50, or 100, or 200, or 
more—with God’s blessing we can 
do it! Some can send subscriptions 
out of their own small income. 
Some can show samples of THE 
SWORD OF THE LorpD to others and 
get neighbors and friends to sub- 
scribe. Some can take the matter 
up in the local church congrega- 


|the Holy Spirit could do the job/| 


tion, show THE SWORD OF THE LORD | 


and encourage people then 
there to subscribe together. In 
some cases Christians can get 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD put in the 
church budget, and have every 
resident family of the church to 
receive this life-giving fountain 
of blessing. Some can do it one 
way, some can do it another way; 


and | 


| 


| 


A Midnight Visit 


One night as Jesus and His dis- 
ciples were probably sitting talk- 
ing after a hard day, there was a 
knock on the door. One of the dis- 
ciples probably got up and an- 
swered the door. As he threw the 
door open who do you think was 
there? Why it was Nicodemus, one 
of the leaders of the Jews! This 
was very strange, for the Jewish 
leaders were very jealous of Jesus 
and the crowds which followed 
Him. I imagine that the disciples 
left Jesus and Nicodemus alone 
to talk. Nicodemus had seen some 
of the miracles which Jesus had 
done. He told Jesus that surely He 
was a teacher sent from God. 

But Jesus said to him, “Except 
aman be born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God.” 

He meant that believing that 
Jesus was a great teacher was not 
enough to get a man to Heaven. 
Jesus was showing Nicodemus that 
he needed a new heart before he 
could be saved. 


But poor Nicodemus couldn’t 
understand what Jesus meant. He 
said, “I don’t see what you mean, 
Jesus. I am an old man. How can 
I be born all over again?” 

Jesus quickly assured him that 


of giving him a new heart. Jesus 
said, “You don’t have to under- 
stand all about being born again 
and getting a new heart. Let me 
show you what I mean. The wind 
blows, and you can hear it—but 
you don’t know where it comes 
from or where it’s going. That’s 
the way the Holy Spirit gives us 
a new heart.” 


Nicodemus shook his head. “I 


but everybody who is burdened | Still don’t understand, Jesus.” I’m 
about it can, with God’s help, do | SUre Jesus smiled gently at Nico- 


his part. 


There is no other way that it |don’t understand some 


demus. How patient He spvnen we 
ing He 


can be done but for many to get | W@nts us to know! 


under the burden. So we pray that 
God will touch people’s hearts and 
cause them to help. 

A young lawyer put his arms 
around my shoulder and _ said, 
“God is blessing me. He has given 
me a big income for a young man. 
Whenever you need help, I want 
you to let me know.” I told him 
that I did not need help for my- 
self; my needs are moderate and 
love offerings from revival serv- 
ices and Bible conferences and 
from individual gifts largely take 
care of my needs. But I told him 
that THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
would need his help. I hope he 
will send a thousand dollars or 
more to send THE SWORD OF THE 
LorD to preachers, Christian work- 
ers, to preachers in other lands, to 
ministerial students or mission- 
aries. 

Perhaps he ought to send THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD to all the fam- 
ilies of his church. I pray that 
God will touch the hearts of a 
hundred people who can give very 
largely to this work of getting 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD to people 
who need it, who will be blessed 
by it, and who might regularly 
take the paper after they are once 
accustomed to its blessings. 

Most people cannot give one 
thousand dollars or two thousand 
dollars. Most people who under- 
take to carry this load with us 
will be people of very moderate 
income. Thank God, nearly every- 
one can set out, in one year’s 
time to get 25 subscriptions, or 
20 subscriptions. If you do not 
have money, you do have friends, 
or you have time. You have time 
to take sample copies of THE 
SworD to show them to friends, 
and urge them to subscribe. But 
even 75c a week will send THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD to 25 people 
in a year’s time, if you accept a 
quota of 25 subscriptions, and get 
our rock-bottom quantity price on 
subscriptions. 

Unless thousands of people ac- 
cept quotas of 25, or 50, or 100, or 
more subscriptions, to be turned 
in within one year, at $1.50 per 


“‘Nichodemus, if you don’t under- 
stand physical things, things you 
can touch and see,. how can you 
understand spiritual things?” 

Jesus was showing Nicodemus 
that people who haven’t trusted 
Jesus can’t understand the way 
God provided for us to get to 
Heaven. He reminded Nichodemus 
about the time when the children 
of Israel were wandering in the 
wilderness. He didn’t need to tell 
him the whole story, because Nico- 
demus had studied the Old Testa- 
ment very carefully, and knew 
the story well. 

God had wonderfully provided 
manna from Heaven for the chil- 
dren of Israel on their long jour- 
ney home from Egypt. But one day 
they complained bitterly, ‘Moses, 
we hate this bread God sends us 


year in the United States, $2 per 
year in Canada and in foreign 
countries, We simply cannot do 
this giant task. But God will help 
us; God will raise up friends to 
help. God will give us power to do 
it! 


3. God Raised Up Friends to 
Help Nehemiah Build the 
Walls of Jerusalem 

It is a thrilling story we read in 
Nehmiah, chapters 2 and 3. When 
Nehemiah told how God had led 
him, how he ‘had come back to 
Jerusalem to rebuild the walls, 
the remnant of discouraged peo- 
ple there found faith in their 
hearts. “. . . Let us rise up and 
build. So they strengthened their 
hands for this good work” (Neh. 
2:18). 

It is wonderful how Nehmiah 
enlisted families to do the work. 

First, he got everybody to work 
on the wall near his own home. 
That is what We need now, for 
thousands of Christians to see that 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD is spread 
in their own communities. If you 
will see that as many. as possible 
of the people in your own town or 
city, or country community get 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD and if 

(Continued on page 9) 


every morning.” God hates com< 
plaining—He is so good to us we 
ought to be ashamed ever to com- 
plain. He sent fiery serpents, 
snakes, among the people, and 
many of them died. 

Quickly the people ran to Moses, 
“We've sinned, Moses. We're sorry, 
Ask God to take away these ter- 
rible snakes.” 

The Lord told Moses to make a 
serpent out of brass, and put it on 
a pole high up over the camp. He 
said that everyone who was bitten 
could look at the brass snake, and 
he would live. 

Jesus explained to Nicodemus, 
“God meant that for a sign, you 
see. The Son of Man (that was one 
of the names Jesus called Him- 
self) must be lifted up so that any- 
one could look to Him and be 
saved from the poisonous snake- 
bite of sin.” 

I think Nicodemus then began 
to see what Jesus was talking 
about. All of us have been bitten 
by the snake called sin. That 
means we could never get to Heav- 
en, could never see Jesus. Our sin 
would keep us from Him, and we 
would have to pay for our sin by 
dying and going to Hell forever. 
But Jesus loves us. He wanted to 
pay the terrible price for sin. So 
He died for our sin. He took our 
sin for us, so that we could have 


His righteousness. 
Then Jesus told Nicodemus 
these words. You may already 


know them, but listen especially 
carefully to every single word: 
“For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting 
life’ (John 3:16). Don’t ever 
mumble over the words when you 
say this verse, because it’s the 
happiest news any of us ever got. 
And if you don’t know it, why 
don’t you memorize it right now? 
“For God so loved the world’— 
that means everybody in the world 
—you and me, too, “that he gave 
his only begotten Son’—who was 
that? Yes, Jesus,~God’s only Son; 
“that whosoever believeth m 
him should not perish”—not have 
to pay for his sin—‘but have ever- 
lasting life.” 

This is the most important ques- 
tion I can ever ask you, “Have 
you let Jesus take your place, and 
take away your sin? Do you Know 
for sure He has forgiven you, and 
made you His child?” If you can’t 
say “Yes, I have,” why don’t you 
say it now, “Yes, Jesus, I want to 
be born into your family. I want 
you to forgive my sin. I will trust 
you now to save me.” Will you do 
it? 

God, when He told John to write 
about Nicodemus, kept a little sec- 
ret for a while. He doesn’t tell us 
right away whether Nicodemus be- 
lieved Jesus, and trusted Him. But 
Nicodemus did trust Jesus, per- 
haps not right away, but he did. 
For three years later, when Jesus 
was crucified, do you know who 
came with expensive, sweet-smell- 
ing spices, to help bury Him? 
That’s right, it was Nicodemus. At 
last, he knew what Jesus meant 
when He said, “Ye must be born 
again.” 
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| Better Not Peek! 


At Ocala, Florida, as in other 
revival campaigns, I showed some 
of the colored pictures I took while 
in Africa. Many of them really are 
unusual pictures—pictures of a 
witch doctor making a blood sac- 
rifice; 3500 warriors in a death 
dance; a jungle monkey hunt with 
pygmies; a frenzied leopard dance; 
pictures of native customs; wild 
animals; pictures of great revivals. 
They are the most interesting 
movies I have ever seen—some are 
heart-stirring and many are thrill- 
ing and exciting. Pictures of a 
missionary doctor operating on 
native patients are almost horri- 
fying. There are pictures of ab- 
dominal operations; and one pic- 
ture of the doctor amputating a 
pygmy woman’s leg is enough to 
leave the average layman clinging 
to the ropes. 


Now I usually show these pic- 
tures because it shows the tremen- 
dous good our doctors and nurses 
are doing. But I always warn the 
people what is coming. I tell them 
frankly that I was scared half to 
death as I took these pictures and 
that usually I do not watch them 
on the screen. I always urge any- 
one who is easily nauseated or up- 
set by the sight of blood to close 
their eyes for the three or four 
minutes these particular pictures 
are on the screen, 

We have had two young men 
dedicate themselves to medical 
missionary work because of these 
pictures. 


THE WOMAN WHO PEEKED 


In this Ocala revival I showed a 
reel of African pictures, concluding 
with these operations. As usual I 
warned the audience of what was 
coming. Severat people quietly 
slipped outside. (This was not 
rude, for the main service had long 
since been over.) Others quietly 
bowed their heads, and I did not 
sense that anything was wrong 
until the film was over and the 
lights were on. Then I noticed that 
a dear old lady had fainted. She 
and her husband had come to the 
services every night. They had 
moved here years ago from Eng- 
Jand, were a godly couple and 
dearly loved the Lord. And they 
had learned to love me. They had 
taken time to “howdy” with me 
almost every night at the close 
of the service and to tell me of 
their missionary daughter, of how 
they enjoyed the _ services, that 
they were praying for souls to be 
saved, etc. And this lovely lady, of 
all people, had fainted dead away! 
And brother, when she fainted 
she really stayed fainted! Someone 
ran to the drug store for spirits of 
ammonia, others brought water, 
everyone offered advice and made 
suggestions, but it was a long, long 
time before she came to. 


J just felt awful. She was such a 
dear lady, had been so kind to me, 
and here I had shown a picture 
that had so shocked her, I thought, 
that she had fainted. When she 
finally regained consciousness it 
was a long time before she was 
able to'stand up. Fortunately, they 
lived just across the’street from the 
church. Another man and I helped 
her home. There she lay down on a 
couch in the living room pale and 
drawn. Her husband was so kind. 
When I told him how sorry I was, 
he told me it was not my fault 
and I was to think no more about 
it. 

“She always faints at the sight 
of blood,” he said. 


“But I explained in detail what 
was coming,” I said. “I warned 
that any who would be upset by 
the picture to simply bow his head 
and not look.” 


Then the old lady spoke up. “Of 


course you did, Brother Rice,” she 


said. “You certainly made it plain 
and I understood you perfectly.” 

“Then why in the-world didn’t 
you bow your head and close your 
eyes as I suggested?” 


“I did close my eyes,” she re- 
plied as a grin slowly crossed her 
tired face, “but it sounded so allur- 
ing I just could not help but peek!” 

She peeked! Great guns! AIl- 
though she knew the sight of blood 
would make her faint, she just 
had to look! 

I still felt badly about her, yet 
there was a wide grin on my own 
face as I left the room. 


BETTER NOT PEEK 


“How many of us,” I thought, 
“have gotten into trouble by peek- 
ing when we knew better!” How 
many young fellows have taken 
that first drink “just to see what 
it would be like.’ How many 
young men have attended a bur- 
lesque show in order to “see why 
people ever go to such things,” and 
then find their imagination so fired 


turned toward adultery. 

Man, if it’s wrong, don’t do it! 
Not even once! Don’t peek! Don’t 
gamble even for pennies; don’t 
attend even one filthy Hollywood 
movie; don’t have even a “harm- 
less” flirtation with another man’s 
wife; don’t listen to dirty stories 
even if they are funny! If it is 
wrong, leave it alone! 

SHUN THE APPEARANCE OF 
EVIL 

I once heard a very earnest, 
although unschooled and somewhat 
ignorant, young preacher preach 
on the text, “Abstain from all ap- 
pearance of evil” (I Thess. 5:22). 
“Don’t even look when something 
evil comes along,” he shouted. And 
although his interpretation of the 
text may not have been exactly 
correct, what he said surely did 
make sense. 


Just this morning on the radio| 


I preached on Psalm 1:1. The man 
who begins walking in the counsel 
of the ungodly will soon be stand- 
ing around with sinners and then 
sitting with the scornful, partak- 


ing of their evil deeds. That’s the | 


progression of sin. A person begins | 


to dabble in sin mildly before he is 


cording to 


entirely ruined. Any kind of sin is | 


bad. It is wicked. It will ruin you. 
It will lead to a broken heart, 
blasted dreams, ruined health, a 
lost life and a damned soul. So, if 
a thing is wrong, have absolutely 
nothing to do with it! 


DON’T PEEK! 


No Signs of Christ’s Coming 


(Continued from page 1) 


At any moment, day or night, 
Jesus may come to call all the re- 
deemed up in the air to meet Him, 
with those that sleep in Christ 
raised from the dead, and with us 
who are alive and remain changed 
in a moment and caught together 
with them to meet the Lord in 
the air. 


This is the one most important 
phase of the doctrine of Christ's 
Second Coming. It is the one part 
of that doctrine which is most em- 
phasized in the New Testament. 
To get this matter straight and 
clear in our minds will keep us 
from many heresies and mistakes 
and from many a false emphasis. 


I. We Are Commanded to 
Watch Always for Christ’s 
Imminent Coming 


That Christ’s Second Coming is 
imminent, that every Christian 
should watch continually for it, 
is made clear by the commands of 
the Lord Jesus. Also the teachings 
of the apostles are that Christians 
are to watch, to wait, to look for 
Jesus. 


1. Note How Definite Are the 
Commands of Jesus to Watch 
for His Coming 


In Matthew 24:42 
“Watch therefore: 
not what hour 
come.” 

The therefore refers to what 
Jesus has just said above, that the 
coming of the Son of man will be 
as sudden and unexpected as the 
coming of the flood in the days of 
Noah. He said that of two in a 
field, one shall be taken and the 
other left; of two grinding at the 
mill, the one shall be taken and 
the other left; and therefore be- 
cause of the unexpected sudden- 
ness of Christ’s coming we should 
watch. Again read the command 
of Jesus: 


“But know this, that if the 
goodman of the house had known 
in what watch the thief would 
come, he would have watched and 
would not huve suffered his house 
to be broken wp. Therefore be ye 
also ready: for in such an hour 
as ye think not the Son of man 
cometh.”—Matt. 24:43,44. 


Jesus said, 
for ye know 
your Lord doth 


Here the Saviour’s return for 
His saints is said to be as sudden 
and as unexpected as the coming 
of a thief in the night. Therefore 
a Christian is to be ready, always 
ready, “for in such an hour as ye 
think not the Son of man cometh.” 
Then the following verses tell how 
blessed is the servant who watches 
for his master and how displeased 
his master will be with the ser- 
vant that does not look for his 
master and is not ready when he 
returns. 


In Matthew 25 we have the story 
of the ten virgins and of the mid- 
night cry, “Behold, the bridegroom 
cometh; go ye out to meet him.” 
And we are told of five foolish 
virgins who had no oil and were 
left outside the wedding. Then 
Jesus gives. the application, 
“Watch therefore, for ye know 
neither the day nor the hour 
wherein the Son of man cometh” 
(Matt. 25:13). 

The same command to watch is 
repeated again and again in the 
words of Jesus: 


“Take ye heed, watch and pray: 
for ye know not when the time is. 
For the Son of man is as a man 
taking a far journey, who left his 
house, and gave authority to his 
servants, and to every man his 
work, and commanded the porter 
to watch. Watch ye therefore: for 
ye know not when the master of 
the house cometh, at even, or at 
midnight, or at the cockcrowing, 
or in the morning: Lest coming 
suddenly he find you sleeping. And 
what I say unto you I say unto 


all, Watch.”— Mark 13:33-37. 


How solemn, how urgent is the 
command. Verse 33 says, “Take 
ye heed, watch and pray: for ye 
know not when the time is.” ° 

Verse 35 says, “Watch ye there- 
fore.”’ 

Verse 37 says, “And what I say 
unto you I say unto all, Watch.” 

Now it is quite clear that if any 
one of the disciples watched daily 
for Jesus, after He went away and 
thought He might return at any 
moment, he was only taking at 
face value the solemn words of 
the Saviour. And we must say 
that if at any time since Jesus 
went away a Christian, reading 
these words, expected his Lord’s 
return and solemnly prepared each 
day to greet the Master, or each 
night thought that his sleep might 
be interrupted with the glad trum- 
pet sound and the voice of the 
archangel, he could not be ac- 
cused of unfaithfulness. He did 
exactly what Jesus said a Chris- 
tian was to do. And today we are 
commanded to watch and expect 
Jesus’ coming at any time. These 
Scriptures certainly teach that the 
coming of Jesus Christ may oc- 
cur at any moment and that all 
of us ought to be ready and wait- 
ing for that event. 


2. Other Scriptures Likewise Com- 
mand Us to Look for Christ’s 
Coming at Any Moment 

All through the rest of the New 
Testament, if one reads observant- 


?ly, he will find this attitude of 


expectancy is taught, just as in 
the gospels. 

Read with me these inspired 
words written to the Philippians: 


“For our conversation is in 


Minister of the Year 


Rev. James Milton McKnight 
was chosen “The Minister of the 
Year” from Florida, and his 
church, the First Presbyterian 
Church of Crestview, Florida, was 
chosen “The Church of the Year” 
in a contest of 1400 churches of all 
denominations, conducted by 
Emory University, with the co- 
operation of Progressive Farmer 
and Sears, Roebuck Co., who spon- 
sored the Country and Town Pas- 
tors’ Institute at Emory Univer- 
sity. 

The Crestview church has grown 


heaven; from whence also we look 
jor the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ: Who shall change our vile 
body, that it may be fashioned 
like unto his_ glorious body, 
the working whereby 
he is able even to subdue all things 
unto himself.’ Phil. 3:20,21. 


Here the word conversation 
means citizenship. Our citizenship! 
is in Heaven. We are to have our 
minds on Heaven, not on this 
world, because from Heaven is 
coming the Saviour for us. 
= . whence also we look for the 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ...” 
Every New ‘Testament Christian 
was taught to look for the Sav- 
iour’s coming. We today have the 
Same command. 

When Paul began his work 
among the Thessalonians, many of 
them were saved. And when they 
were saved Paul taught them that 
they were to wait for Christ’s 
coming. He says: 


udCc- 


“For they themselves shew of 
us what manner of entering in we 
had unto you, and how ye turned 
to God from idols to serve the liv- 
ing and true God; And to wait for 
his Son from heaven, whom he 
raised from the dead, even Jesus, 
which delivered us from the wrath 


from a membership of 60 in 1946 
to 260 now. A three-story recrea- 
tional building has been construc- 
ted and paid for; a youth center 
has been organized, and other good 
work done. We congratulate our 
friend, Brother McKnight, on his 
successful work. 


The Price of Divorce 
According to Quick magazine, 
there are three times as many 
Suicides among divorced persons 
as there are among married peo- 
ple, and there are far more de- 
linquent children in homes broken 
by divorce than in homes broken 
by death. Whenever God’s laws are 

broken someone has to pay. 


How “Christian” Is America? 

America is called a “Christian” 
land, yet there are 10,000 villages 
that have no religious services of 
any kind, and 30,000 villages that 
have no resident pastor. According 
to Evangelism, there are 60,000 
closed rural churches in America. 
Two out of every three children 
in America are not in Sunday 
School. 


Billions Go Up in Smoke 

A writer in This Week reports 
that smokers paid more than four 
billion dollars for cigarettes in 
1952. The per-capita use of tobac- 
co by Americans fifteen years or 
older is the highest on record. 
Cigarette consumption is ten per 
day per person, more than twice 
as much as in the late 1930's. 
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coming of Christ in the future was 
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The Angel’s Christmas Message 


1 
by Dr. John R. Rice 
This lovely 32-page booklet will cost 
( you a little more than a nice Christ- 


mas card, but it will be read and 
treasured for its simple, earnest mes- 
4) sage and words of sweet comfort. 

At Christmas time it is especially 
easy to reach the hearts of unsaved 
friends. Choose this opportunity, in 
this small, beautiful booklet, with 
the message of salvation so plain 


that no one could misundersiand! 


“The Angel's Christmas Message” 
holds happy. precious truth about 
the birth of Jesus. Christians will be 
and 
find a new thrill in celebrating the 


deeply moved in reading it. 


coming of the Saviour. 


Sparkling white crystallon cover 

% glistens like new-fallen snow. Print- 
ed in deep bright blue ink, with 
presentation page, fine white mail- 


ing envelope. A lovely Christmas. remembrance that is inexpensive 


$5.00. 


‘ 
enough to give to many friends. Prices: 30c each, 7 for $2.00, 20 for f 
‘ 
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P When others are fretting about getting out their Christmas 
ee cards, anxiously eyeing the calendar, you'll be mighty glad 
if you order now, and get your Christmas greetings addressed early. 


Order from your Christian bookseller or 
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I. 
Words and Deeds 


Two men standing at the end 
of a field were discussing farming. 
They knew all about the weather, 
the kind of plows to use, and the 
value of mechanical horsepower 
over against horsepower in the 
flesh. They owned no farm. They 
had never farmed. 

The farmer was busy plowing 
from one end of the field to the 
other. He was busy at it. The oth- 
ers were just talking. 

Three men were watching an 
airplane overhead. They were talk- 
ing about how planes were built 
and flown. They had no pilot’s li- 
cense. They owned not one plane. 

The pilot aloft was taking the 
plane freighted with human life 
along the charted course. He was 
doing something about it. The men 
were just talking. 

Laymen may well know it takes 
more than putting up a tent and 
talking revival to have revival. 

Churches need to know that to 
have revival it takes more than 
employing an evangelist and set- 
ting a date for services. It takes 
more than just announcing a pray- 
er meeting. People too often rush 
into such prayer meetings tipping 
their hat to God, paying Him a 
brief compliment and then rushing 
out. No! Revival means the power 
of the Holy Ghost, agonizing in 
prayer, seeking the lost, exercising 
repentence toward God and faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, confes- 
sion of sin, righting wrongs done 
others, the preaching of the Gos- 
pel, consecration, etc. If we have 
these we will have revival without 
many other things. With many 
other things but without these, we 
will not have revival regardless of 
“sound and fury.” 

Jesus declares, “Not every one 


who says ... but he that doeth 
the will of God. . .” (Matt. 7:21- 
23). 


The Holy Spirit caused John to 
write, “Let us not love in word, 
neither in tongue; but in deed and 
in truth” (1 Jno. 3:18). 

In other days a wealthy father 
might hire the son in a poor fam- 
ily to enter the army in the place 
of his wealthy son. Not so in the 
army of Christ. Every follower of 
His will do his own work. “And 
he saith unto them, Follow me, 
and I will make you fishers of 
men” (Matt. 4:19). 


II. 
November—December 
Building Fund Months! 


At a Department Head meeting 
recently in the Sword of the Lord 
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“.. the werd of the Lord. .. Not by 


by power, but by my spirit, 


saith the Lord of hosts.”—Zech. 4:6 


By Dr. D. A. (Scotchie) McCall 
Minister of Revival Promotion, 
Sword of the Lord Foundation 


office with Dr. Rice, it was decided 
to give a main emphasis to our 
Building Fund during the months 
of November-December, 1953. We 
have, under the blessings of God, 
with your help, made real progress 
in paying for our intermediate 
building. Before-hand, we just had 
the one old building so crowded 
with workers that typists had to 
sit in passage ways. Workers’ 
desks were so close to one another 
that interference was inevitable. 
The work of Christ calls for bet- 
ter than that—particularly in this 
highest realm in His work, namely, 
revival and soul winning. Matthew 
4:19. 


God just sent to us this inter- 
mediate building. He makes pos- 
sible fruits and vegetables for us 
but He does not throw them at us. 
So we had to pay for this building. 
Thank you for your help! 

However, we have known and 
said all along this was only an 
intermediate building. It relieved 
the congestion temporarily but 
does not give for His work any- 
thing like the thing His work here 
calls for. 

With Dr. Rice, staff members 
have been designated to seek out 
a suitable location as a site for the 
kind of building His work here de- 
mands. It is our hope that soon 
we may be far enough along to 
present to you, through this paper, 
a diagram of the plot and location, 
also architect’s drawing of our 
proposed new building for His 
great work here. 

Just today at prayer meeting, 
Dr. Rice read letters from persons 
saved in Japan, the U.S.A., Kow- 
loon and other places as a result 
of the Gospel sent out from THIS 
place! This primary work of Christ 
must go on! 

God has chosen workers and 
helpers in this work! Many of you 
are already His helpers in THIS 
work! Others of you might be such 
helpers. 

How? 1. By prayer—tell God 
about it. 2. By publicity—tell oth- 
ers about His work here, get them 
to become a helper. 3. Send some 
of the Lord’s money for His work 
HERE, It goes all over this con- 
tinent and on out into 80 other 
countries! Doxology! 


iil. 
Revival Songs 
Do you need a revival song book 
that fills all needs? Here is one 
that has in it 75 Gospel songs; 35 
hymns; 10 songs for chorus choir; 
20 invitation songs; 25 choruses 
for youth; 10 solos and duets, and 


6 choruses by the Rice brothers. 
It is published and presented by 
people who know song book print- 
ing, and revival needs. 


I refer to a Souvenir Book of 
Sword Revival ‘Songs. Popularly 
priced at $37.50 per 100 and 60 
cents per copy! A picture gallery 
on two first pages will interest 
many, also. The songs are splen- 
didly indexed. Send 60 cents for 
your copy and you will want it 
for revivals, conferences, church 
departments, etc. 


“Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly in all wisdom; teach- 
ing and admonishing one another 
in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord” (Col. 3:16). 


IV. 
Dr. Rice and Radio 


I have just heard Dr. John R. 
Rice in the best series of messages 
on “Repentance” I have ever heard 
on radio. He has a good radio 
voice. More than that, he is a 
great Bible scholar. He has a good 
heart and is a top preacher of the 


Pastor. . . Take Your Pick! 


(Continued from page 1) 


What It Costs to Be a Good 
Christian has 223 pages on all-out 
discipleship. Beautifully bound and 
jacketed. Very popular. Price, 
$2.25. 


Pastor, if you will fill out the 
coupon in a large ad in this issue, 
agreeing to have a “Sword of the 
Lord Sunday” in your church and 
fulfill the conditions mentioned 
above, we will be glad to send your 
choice of either of the above books 
absolutely free, at once. 

Thus you may bring great bless- 
ing to your people, and you can 
say a good word for THE SWORD 


Gospel. This series was over 
WMBI. 

This nation needs such a radio 
ministry in Christ as Dr. Rice can 
give. You and I should hasten the 
day when he has such a great ra- 


dio ministry. 


V. 
What Is Right? 


I have before me a news item 
telling about a great state Uni- 
versity receiving several millions 
of dollars in contributions. 

Of course, recognizing the car- 
nal nature of men, it is easy to see 
it. 

On the basis of eternal values, 
souls saved, lives changed through 
the Gospel of the Lord Jesus, it is 
difficult to see why some of God’s 
people are so slow in supporting 
spiritual activities. 

On the basis of Bible teachings, 
gifts and contributions on the part 
of God’s people go to godly and 
Christian causes. These include 
His work, His worship, His people, 
the poor, spreading His Gospel, etc. 

God holds those responsible who 
forward causes that breed athe- 
ists, develop agnostics, etc. 

A’ religious institution that is 
not loyal to the Word should not be 
supported. That being true, there 
is no defense for giving to those 
that are outright rebels against 
God. 

Put your money where it counts 
for Christ! 


No Signs of Christ’s Coming 


(Continued from page 3) 


coming to redeem them. This ex- 
pectant attitude, taught by the 
Spirit of God through Paul, means 
that the coming of Christ must 
be imminent; that is that Jesus 
may come at any moment. He 
could have come then or He could 
have come at any time since then. 
Likewise, He may come today. 

In I Thessalonians 4:13-18 Paul 
gives an inspired account of the 
coming of Christ, when those who 
are asleep in Christ will not be 
left behind but Jesus will come 
from Heaven with a shout “and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
Then we which are alive and re- 
main shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord. Where- 
fore comfort one another with 
these words.” Note that here the 
Thessalonians were to comfort one 
another with glad expectancy of 
meeting their loved ones at 
Christ’s Second Coming. They 
were not taught to look forward 
to death, but to look forward to 
Christ’s coming. That means that 
Jesus could have come at any mo- 
ment, and may come now at any 
moment. 

In I Timothy 6:14 Paul was in- 
spired to command Timothy, 
“That thou keep this command- 
ment without spot, unrebukable, 
until the appearing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”’ Timothy was to ex- 
pect Christ’s coming in his life- 
time. 

Paul taught young preachers 
that they must teach the immi- 
nent coming of Christ. In Titus 
2:11-13 we read: 


“For the grace of God that 
bringeth salvation hath appeared 
to all men, Teaching us. that, 
denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this 
present world; Looking for that 


blessed hope, and the glorious ap- 


pearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ.” 

What should be the attitude of 
a Christian in this present world? 
He should be “looking for that 


blessed hope, and the glorious ap- 
pearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ.” 

Now the clear teaching of 
Christ and of the inspired writers 
is that every Christian should be 
watching, should be looking for, 
Should be waiting for Christ’s 
coming. An honest God who puts 
those things in His Bible must 
mean that His Son may come at 
any moment. That is no other 
honest and fair meaning to be 
drawn from these plain words. 
Every Christian should watch dai- 
ly, hourly, for Christ’s return. 


3. Paul Himself Continually Ex- 
pected Christ to Come 
During His Lifetime 


It seems that, just before Paul 
was beheaded at Rome, God re- 
vealed to him that he would die. 
And he wrote Timothy, “For I 
am now ready to be offered, and 
the time of my departure is at 
hand” (II Tim. 4:6). But before 
that, in his epistles, Paul had, by 
divine inspiration, @xpressed the 
glad hope that he himself would 
be alive and remaining to meet 
Christ at His Second Coming. 

For example, see what Paul 
says in I Corinthians 15:52, “In 
a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trump: for the 
trumpet shall sound, and dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and 
we shall be changed.” 

Here Paul says that two groups 
will be wonderfully transformed 
when Christ comes. The Christian 
dead, those asleep in Jesus, will 
be raised from the dead. The 
Christians left still alive on the 
earth will be changed in a mo- 
ment. And with which group did 
Paul expect to be numbered? He 
expected to be with those still 
living!. “For the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, ahd WE shall be 
changed,” he says. God put in 
Paul’s heart the glad expectation 
that he would be alive when Jesus 
came. 

The same thing is clear in the 

(Continued on page 5) 


OF THE LorRD, which ought to be 
said for Jesus’ sake. And as a 
tcken of our gratitude you will 
have either of the above books. 


Be sure to expressly state that 
you will observe each of the con- 
ditions mentioned, and ask for the 
number of sample copies you de- 
sire, to be given out in your 
church. 

Pastor, write today! 

One good layman enlisted five 
pastors to have “Sword of the 
Lord Sunday” in their churches. 
Who will help likewise? 

To raise the 200,000 subscrip- 
tions which is our goal within the 
next twelve months, we must have 
the cooperation of godly, Bible- 
believing preachers and churches. 
Are you for what THE SworpD OF 
THE Lorp is trying to do? Will you 
help? Then have a “Sword of the 
Lord Sunday” in your church No- 
vember 1, or as soon thereafter as 
possible. 

Write the 


Sword of Lord, 


Wheaton, Lllinois. 
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No Signs of Christ’s Coming 


(Continued from page 4) 


way Paul wrote the Thessalonians. 
He said, “And the dead in Christ 
shall rise first: Then we which 
are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air...” (I Thess. 4:16,17). 
Here Paul clearly counts himself 
as likely to be with those still 
alive when Jesus should come. 

Now mark very carefully what 
Paul said. He did not say that it 
was revealed to him that he would 
be alive when Jesus returns. He 
disclaims any knowledge of when 
Jesus would return. But God had 
Paul put down in Holy Writ his 
glad expectation. 


Was Paul wrong? No, he was 
right! He was looking for Jesus 
to come. He did not claim to know, 
but in the language used it be- 
comes clear that he hoped that 
Christ would come in his lifetime. 
He was simply looking for the 
Saviour, waiting fowK the Saviour, 
watching for the Saviour, exactly 
as Christians had been command- 
ed to do, and as we today are like- 
wise commanded to do. 


Certainly it becomes clear from 
the Scriptures we have used that 
the imminent coming of Christ 
is a New Testament doctrine. The 
coming of Christ was gladly ex- 
pected in New Testament times. 
And if we, like they, obey the 
Saviour, we too will be looking 
ior Jesus to come at any moment. 


We should remember, too, that 
New ‘Testament Christians were 
never exhorted to look for Jesus 
because of certain signs or his- 
torical events. They were simply 
commanded to watch, and they 
were to do that by faith, because 
it was commanded. 

In view of this~-solemn, 
repeated command to watch for 
Christ’s coming, we know that 
Jesus could have returned to earth 


oft- 


any time after Pentecost. There 
was no event foretold, after 
Pentecost which must precede 


Christ’s coming. 

So Christians are not to wait 
for any signs. Christ could come 
before any wars, any growth in 
wickedness, before any origin of 
“a new nation Israel. World events 
are not to influence the Christian 
in this matter. We are simply to 
watch for Christ to come because 
He commanded us to watch and 
because we know He may come 
at any moment. 


II. No One Knows or Can 
Know When Christ 
Will Return 


It is surprising and saddening to 
find how many ways people try 
to get around the repeated and 
plain statements of the Bible, that 
no one is to know when Christ 
may come. Despite repeated warn- 
ings that no one is to know the 
day, the hour, the time, the sea- 
son, many people try to find evi- 
dences or inferences or signs by 
which they may foretell approxi- 
mately or exactly when Jesus will 
come. 

Perhaps half of the false cults 
are started by leaders who think 
they have some new knowledge 
about the time of the second com- 
ing. The Millerites and Seventh- 
Day Adventists tried to set the 
time by a meteor shower, and 
thought that Jesus would come 
first in 1843. That date failing, 
then October 22, 1844. The British 
Israelites have set dates for 
Christ’s coming judging by meas- 
urements in the great pyramid. 
Others have thought that they 
could make a day mean a year in 
the book of Daniel. and so esti- 
mate when Christ should come. 
Martin Luther thought that the 
papacy was a sign of Christ's soon 
coming. Others have thought that 
the rise of Napoleon, of Kaiser 
Wilhelm, of Mussolini, of Hitler, 
of Stalin indicated the soon return 
of the Saviour. Every major flood, 
earthquake, or famine has been 
used as a sign. The rise of modern- 
ism, the rise of communism, of 
the false cults, have all been cited 
as evidences that Jesus must come 
by a certain time. The founding 
of the modern nation, Israel, is 
often so cited. 

But all who try to prove by any 
signs or evidence that Christ wiil 
come within any specified time sin 
against the plain statements and 
the plain command of Jesus 
Christ. See again what Jesus said. 


1. In the Olivet Discourse, Jesus 
Said That Neither Man Nor 
Angels, Nor He Himself Knew 

When He Would Return 


In Matthew 24:36, speaking of 
the Second Coming, Jesus said, 
“But of that day and hour know- 
eth no man, no, not the angels of 
heaven, but my Father only.” 

In Mark 13:32, 33, we have 
Jesus’ words as follows, “But of 
that day and that hour knoweth 
no man, no, not the angels which 
are in heaven, neither the Son, but 
the Father. Take ye heed, watch 
and pray: for ye know not when 
the time is.” 

Here we are told that “no man, 
no, not the angels which are in 
heaven, neither the Son,” but only 
the Father knows when Christ 
will return! We believe that Christ 


now, in His exalted and glorious 
state, knows when He will re- 
turn. But here I understand Him 


to claim that He did not know. If 
Jesus did not know, it was be- 
cause He had emptied Himself of 
the outward evidences and marks 
of His deity. Certainly it is clear 
that no man in the world knows 
or can know when Christ will 
come and the angels themselves 
in Heaven do not know. 

That means that there are no 
signs by which one can know, no 
way of figuring by the Bible, or 
of marking things by world events. 

And again, in the next verse, 
Jesus solemnly warns, “Take ye 
heed, watch and pray: for ye 
know not when the time is.” 


Not only are we told that we 
do not know when the time of 
Christ’s return is, but we are told 
that this is a part of the plan of 
God. It is a solemn duty to take 
heed, watch, and pray, and God 
has planned it this way so we will 
walk by faith and not by sight. 
God simply does not intend us to 
know when Christ will return. 

By comparison of the Scripture 
in Matthew 24 and in Mark 13, 
we come upon another striking il- 
lustration of the Saviour. In Mat- 
thew 24:43 and 44 we read the 
following statement: “But know 
this, that if the goodman of the 
house had known in what watch 
the thief would come, he would 
have watched, and would not have 
suffered his house to be broken 
up. Therefore be ye also ready: 
for in such an hour as ye think 
not the Son of man cometh.” 

Here the illustration is used of 
a man, a householder, who has the 
misfortune of having a thief break 
into his house and steal. The point 
is that the coming of the Saviour 
will be as sudden, as unheralded 
and unexpected as the breaking in 
of a thief. And we are told that 
“the goodman of the house” will 


not know even what watch of the 
night, which of the three-hour 
periods into which the Roman 


watch was divided, the thief would 
come. And the indication is that 
likewise we cannot even tell what 
watch it will be when Jesus comes. 

This is a dark, age in which we 
live. For the Christian, Christ is 
the bright and morning Star, a 
light in the darkness. When Jesus 
returns to reign on the earth, the 
darkness will be over, and so He is 
spoken of as “the Sun of right- 
eousness” who will arise with 
healing in His wings for Israel. 
But this age is a dark age. It is 
the time of the Gentiles. The 
world is largely ruled by Satan, 
“the prince of the power of. the 
air,”’ who is called, “the god of 
this world.’”’ Now suppose that this 
long period between Christ's first 
coming and His second coming be 
divided into four watches. If it 
should turn out to be the year 
2.000 before Jesus came, then each 
watch would be 500 years. And 
one cannot tell in which watch 
Jesus will come. 

The same idea is expressed in 
the words of the Saviour in Mark 
13:35, “‘Watch ye therefore: for 
ye know not when the master of 
the house cometh, at even, or at 
midnight, or at the cockcrowing, 
or in the morning.” Here the four 
watches of the night are named; 
the Evening Watch, from 6 p.m. 
till 9 p.m.; the Midnight Watch, 
which ends at midnight; the Cock- 
crowing Watch, ending.at 3 a.m.; 
and the Morning Watch, ending at 
6 a.m. 

We learn that no man can know 
the day nor the hour when Jesus 
comes. But here we also learn that 


— 


RE: Conscientious 
Objectors 


Some of the best Christians and 
some of the most loyal readers 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD has are 
people of Mennonite, Brethren, and 
Quaker faith. Many of these peo- 
ple are conscientious objectors 
against any participation in war, 
and some of them were grieved by 
a statement in the sermon on ‘“The 
Death of the Atom Spies, Julius 
and Ethel Rosenburg.” 


While we understand the Scrip- 
tures to teach that the govern- 
ment bears the sword as the agent 
of God and that for conscience’ 
sake citizens must obey the gov- 
ernment and cooperate in the de- 
fense of our country in putting 
down of oppression, yet we have 
the highest regard for godly peo- 
ple who sincerely differ with us on 
this matter. Many of these people 
are most earnest, born-again 
Christians, believing all the great 
fundamentals of the faith and try- 
ing to live by the Bible. We grant 


to them the right to their own | 
sincere understanding of the Scrip- 
tures and we did not mean to be 
unkind to them in presenting what 
we believe the Bible teaches. In 
general, these non-resistent peo- 
ple would agree, I think, with the 
sermon on the Rosenberg case ex- 
cept that some of them felt that 
we regarded them as not con- 
scientous in their stand. But we do 
believe them conscientious and re- 
gard them highly as sincere breth- 
ren in Christ. 


no one can even know the watch | 
when Jesus will return. If the 
whole age should be divided into | 
four parts, no one has any evi- 
dence by which they can foretell 
in which watch Jesus would re-| 
turn. 


We do not know what watch it 
is even now, according to God’s | 
schedule, and we do not know | 
when Christ will return. No one 


| play 


Written jot the Editor 


As you valiantly fight for the truth and the right, 
May the LORD by His Spirit of power and of might 
Make you triumph o’er error, delusion, and sin, 

And a host of lost souls to salvation to win.” 


May you shine with the light, of His wonderful love, 
Leading many to mansions in glory above, 

Where forever in Jesus with*them you will joy, 
Knowing pleasures unceasing in His glad employ. 


If you faithfully war with THE 


E SWORD OF THE LORD 


Till the day that He comes with His blessed rew ard, 
You will sit at His side on His glorious throne 
And rejoice in the grace that to you He has shown. 


Be not weary in doing the tabien of the day, 
For the glories ahead all ear th’ s trials outweigh! 


May yourself and your coworkers 


all over there 


receive scepter and crown, is my hope and my prayer! 


Dwight C. Ritchie 


as “a time, and times, 
a time.” 


and half 
If one is not to know the 


time, then one is not to know even | 


the year 
turn. 
And in Acts 1:7 


in which Christ will re- 


. Jesus said that 


|away 


saints. At that time will occur the 
first resurrection, the living Chris- 
tians will be changed, and all to- 
gether will be caught up to meet 
the Lord in the air, and taken 
for the wedding supper and 


one is not to know the season of | the judgment seat of Christ in 


Christ’s return. 
means some extended period of 
time. So we may safely say that 
one is not to know the day, or the 
hour, or the watch, or the year, 
or the era in which Jesus is to 
come. 


The time of Christ’s return is 
deliberately and intentionally left 
in the realm of the unrevealed. 
It is presumptuous for people to 
set out to know what God has 
|plainly declared is not to be 
| known. 

Nearly all the fortunetellers 
on this carnal longing to 
know the future. Nearly all the 
false cults someway appeal to men 
on this basis. 

So the coming of Christ must 
be imminent. No signs need pre- 
cede it. No preliminary warning 


can know the day nor the hour|COmes of the end: No one can 


or the century when Christ will 
return. But He may come at any 
moment. 


Apostles, “It is Not for You to 
Know the Times or Seasons” 


We know how sorely tempted | 
people are to try to set dates for | 


Christ’s coming. Evidently the) 
apostles were as anxious about | 
that as other men. After Jesus | 


was risen from the dead, He talk- | 
ed to His disciples. “And, being) 
assembled together with them, 
commanded them that they should 
not depart from Jerusalem, but 
Ww ait for the promise of the Fath- 


er, which, saith he, ye have heard 
of me. For John truly baptized 
with water; but ye shall be bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghost not 
many days hence” (Acts 1:4,5). 


Did the disciples now look for- 
ward to being’ filled with the 
Spirit and starting out to win 
souls? No, they did not. They im- 
diately began to find out when 
Christ would return and set up 
the kingdom on earth, sitting on 
David's throne. “When they there- 
fore were come together, they 
asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt 
thou at this time restore again 
the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts1: 
6). 

How many others would rather 
speculate on the time of Christ's 
return than to be filled with power 
and win souls! Now hear the Sav- 
iour’s answer, “And he said unto 
them, It is not for you to know 
the times or the seasons, which 
the Father hath put in his own 
power” (Acts 1:7). 

Jesus did not tell them when He 
would return. He did not say 
when He would set up the king- 
dom. In fact, He plainly told them, 
“It is not for you to know the 
times or the seasons, which the 
Father hath put in his own pow- 
er.’ It is simply not God’s plan 
for Christians to know the future! 

The word times is used more 
than once in the Bible to repre- 
sent years, and it may mean years 
here. In Daniel 7:25 we are told 
that the saints shall be given into 
the hand of the Antichrist “until 
a time and times and the divid- 
ing of time.” These three and one- 
half years are clearly expressed 
elsewhere (Rev. 13:5; Rev. 11:2, 
3;). Revelation 12:14 also speaks 


of these three and one-half years 


know when we are 
days of the age.” 


“in the closing 
No one can know 


‘even approximately when Jesus 
‘will come: 
2. The Risen Saviour Warns the. sy 
look for Christ’s coming because 
He said to watch. 


We are 
manded to watch 


simply com- 
by faith and 


Ill. The Only “Signs” of 
Christ’s Coming Will Be 
After the Rapture 

We know from the Scripture 
that there will be two phases of 
| Christ's coming. First, He will 
come into the air to receive His 


tote 


nt 


I judge that this| Heaven. On earth, meantime, will 


be a great tribulation. Then will 
come the second phase of Christ’s 
Second Coming, when Christ will 
return with saints and angels, will 
appear on the Mount of Olives, 
with a mighty army of all the an- 
gels following Him. He will fight 
the Battle of Armageddon, set up 
His throne at Jerusalem, judge the 
Gentile nations, and reign for a 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Eternal Retribution 


By Dr. William Elbert Munsey. Tre- 

mendous sermons on sin, judgment, Hell 
and eternity—some of the greatest ever 
preached on these themes, says Dr. John 
Rice. =. 
Munsey was one of the great 
Methodist preachers of 
years ago. He knows his Bible well; he 
has a profound grasp of eternal truth, 
he uses graphic illustrations and beauti- 
ful language. Not for casual reading, it 
requires réal concentration, 
mean deep blessing. Cloth binding, 128 
pages, $1.50. = 
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No Signs of Christ’s Coming 


(Continued from page 5) 


thousand years. THE ONLY 
SIGNS MENTIONED IN THE 
BIBLE FOR CHRIST’S SECOND 
COMING REFER TO HIS REVE- 
LATION, WHEN HE COMES TO 
REIGN ON THE EARTH, IN 
THE SECOND PHASE OF HIS 
RETURN. 


That, I believe, becomes evi- 
dent on further study of the 
Scriptures. 


I have been compelled to alter 
my previous position. During thir- 
ty years of ministry, I found that 
preaching on signs of Christ's 
Second Coming did not turn out 
satisfactorily. I once thought the 
rise of Mussolini might be a sign 
that the Roman Empire was about 
to be restored. I know now I was 
wrong. I have found that events 
which seemed very significant at 


66th ANNIVERSARY 


OF THE CHICAGO HEBREW MISSION 
Thursday, October 29, 1953 
now known as 


MESSIANIC FELLOWSHIP 


..+Ministering to the Jews by aiding 
the local churches in Jewish visitation 
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They come from the east, west, north 
and south for a refreshing time and 
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$16 Independence Blivd., 
Chicago 24, Ill. 


the moment later faded into in- 
significance when Christ did not 
come when expected. I find that 
more and more false cults and 
heresies tend to arise out of stress- 
ing signs of Christ’s coming. I find 
that preaching on signs of Christ’s 
coming tends to cause people to 
sin by setting times or dates or 
approximate dates for Christ's re- 
turn. More important, I find that 
the Bible doctrine of the immi- 
nency of Christ’s coming does not 
fit with signs, and that in fact, 
we are not promised any signs 
whatever of the coming of Christ 
to receive His saints into the air! 
I am convinced that the only signs 
of Christ's coming mentioned in 
the Bible are the signs which must 
occur after Christ comes for His 
own at the rapture, signs which 
will occur during the tribulation 
time or afterward. 


1. A Definitely Foretold, Measured, 
Scheduled Period of Time Like 
Daniel’s Seventieth Week May 
Have Signs of the End; This 
Unscheduled, Undefinite 
Age May Not 

The Bible tells us that after 
Christ comes into the air to re- 
ceive His saints, there will be a 
seven-year period called Daniel's 
Seventieth week. In Daniel 9:24- 
27, we are told that seventy weeks 
of Jewish history were foretold. 
We are told, “Know therefore and 
understand, that from the going 
forth of the commandment to re- 
store and to build Jerusalem unto 
the Messiah the Prince shall be 
seven weeks, and threescore and 
two weeks: the street shall be 
built again, and the wall, even in 
troublous times.”’ Those sixty-nine 


weeks of years, 483 years, were 
fulfilled from the time of Ezra and 
Nehemiah, unto the coming of the 
Saviour. Then the Saviour was cut 
off, Jerusalem was destroyed, and 
the history of Jews as a nation 
lapsed. But after the rapture of 
the saints, the Man of Sin will 
make a covenant with the Jews 
for this last seventieth week of 
years. In the midst of that period, 
after three and on-half years, he 
will commit the “‘abomination of 
desolation” and begin his terrible 
persecution of the Jews. And this 
31% years, 42 months, 1260 days, 
is called “the Great Tribulation.” 


See how definitely this period of 
time is outlined in the Bible. The 
first sixty-nine weeks have already 
been fulfilled, so we know that 
really they are weeks of years, or 
more literally, sevens of years. We 
do not know whether that pro- 
phecied covenant with the Jews 
by the Antichrist, a covenant for 
seven years, will be made imme- 
diately after the rapture, or a lit- 
tle later. But after that covenant 
is made, anybody left on the earth 
knowing the Scriptures ought to 
be able to count and find about 
when the Lord Jesus would return 
to destroy the Antichrist and set 
up His kingdom on earth. We are 
told that the abomination of deso- 
lation, when the Man of Sin will 
claim to be God on earth, will hap- 
pen “in the midst of the week” 
(Dan. 9:27). That will leave three 
and one-half years as the time 
when the Man of Sin or Antichrist 
will persecute the Jews and per- 
secute the saints. This period is 
called “a time, and times, and the 
dividing of time,” three and one- 
half years, in Daniel 7:25. It is 
the same 42 months of Revela- 
tion 11:2;-the 1,260 days of Reve- 
lation 11:3, it is the “time, and 
times, and half a time,” 3% years 
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of persecution of “the woman,” 
Israel, mentioned in Revelation 
12:14; it is the 42 months in which 
the Antichrist will continue, men- 
tioned in Revelation 13:5. 


Obviously, after the rapture 
when Christ takes His saints into 
the air, we shall enter into a sche- 
duled period of time well outlined. 
Recently as I rode a Pennsylvania 
train from Chicago to Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, I could tell when 
we approached Lancaster by the 
stations we went through. We 
were at Pittsburgh about nine 
o’clock, and I knew we were hours 
away from our destination. But 
later we passed Johnstown; we 
were getting nearer. At Altoona, 
I knew that time was shorter. 
When we arrived at Harrisburg, 
I knew that the next stop of the 
fast train would be Lancaster. 
You see, on approaching a sche- 
duled and timed event, one can 
see the end approaching. In that 
case there are signs of the end, 
or milestones. 


However, such is not the case 


milestones to go by, saying that 
the end is coming, because the end 
is promised to come _ suddenly, 
without warning, so that no man 
can know when it approaches. If 
the coming of Christ be imminent, 
that is, that Jesus may come at 
any time, without any preliminary 
warning, without any scheduling 
of previous events, then there can 
be no signs of Christ’s coming into 
the air to receive His saints. This 
coming of Christ into the air to 
receive us is to be as sudden as 
the coming of the unexpected flood 
in Noah’s day, as sudden as a thief 
coming in the night, so that the 
goodman does not know what 
watch of the night the thief will 
come. It is to be like a master un- 
expectedly returning in the midst 
of the night from a long journey. 
We are to watch because there 
will be no warning, no sign, no 
preliminary events to warn us. 


For example, if Jesus could have 
come in Paul's day, and if Paul 
was right to expect His coming 
and to teach the Thessalonians to 
“wait for his Son from heaven” 
(I Thess. 1:10), then it is obvious 
that World War I, or World War 
lI, or the return of the handful of 
Jews to Palestine, could not be 
signs of that coming! The coming 
of Christ to receive His saints is 
an unscheduled matter, the time 


is kept secret, and there are no 
events which can herald the ap-| 
proach of Christ’s coming. | 
We will be saved grief, heresy, | 
and trouble if we will remember | 
the thing the dear Saviour stress- | 
ed the most; “Watch therefore: | 
for ye know not what hour your | 
Lord doth come” (Matt. 24:42). | 
2. The Signs Promised by the Sav-| 
iour in the Olivet Discourse 
Are to Follow the Rapture, 
Not to Precede It 


How many thousands of preach- 
ers preach sermons on “Signs of | 
Christ’s Coming’’! So did I. But I 
was wrong, because I misunder- 
stood some Scriptures and did not 
look closely enough to see what 
they said. 

In the Olivet Discourse, as re- 
corded in Matthew 24, let us see 
what questions were asked Jesus 
and what He really promised. 

First, read what Jesus said and 
the disciples’ questions. 


“And Jesus said unto them, See 
ve not all these things? verily I 
say unto you, There shall not be 
left here one stone upon another, 
that shall not be thrown down. 
And as he sat upon the mount of 
Olives, the disciples came unto 
nim privately, saying, Tell us, 
when shall these things be? and 
what shall be the sign of thy com- 
ing, and of the end of the world?” 
-—Matt. 24:2, 3. 


Note the two _ questions: 1. 
“When shall these_ things be?” 
that is. the destruction of the tem- 
ple and Jerusalem. Obviously, this 
happened in A.D. 40, and is a! 
readv passed. 2. “What shall be 
the sign of thy coming, and of the 
end of the world?” 

The question as recorded in 
Mark 13:4, is, ‘““Tell us, when shall 
these things be? and what shall be 
the sign when all these things 
shall be fulfilled?” 

Now which phase of Christ’s 
coming is meant in this question? 
Are the disciples asking about 
when the rapture will take place, 
when Christ will come into the 
air, when we shall be caught up 


well 


to meet Him? Or are they speak- 


ing about His return to reign, 
when His feet shall stand upon 
the Mount of Olives, when He 
shall destroy the enemies of the 
Jews and set up His kingdom at 
Jerusalem? 

Naturally, Jews would be more 
concerned with the revelation of 
Christ, His literal descent to the 
earth to regather all the Jews and 
save them and re-establish David's 
throne at. Jerusalem. Throughout 
the Old Testament the prophecies 
about Christ’s Second Coming are 
nearly always concerned with this 
second phase of His return when 
He is to come all the way down 
to the earth and regather Israel, 
save them and restore the Jewish 
‘ingdom. The rapture is scarcely 
mentioned in the Old Testament 
and we can see why. 


When these same apostles asked 
Jesus about His return in Acts 1: 
6, they said, “Lord, wilt thou at 
this time restore again the king- 
dom to Israel?” That question is 
only a few days after this one in 
the Olivet discourse. You see, it 
is the return of Christ after the 
tribulation, with saints and an- 
gels, which is meant here. 


That is made specially clear be- 
cause the question has two parts. 
“What shall be the sign of thy 
coming, and of the end of the 
world?” Perhaps that ought to be 
translated, “the end of the age.” 
That means the end of Gentile 
rule, the times of the Gentiles. 
And this age will not end at the 
rapture, but after the tribulation 
time, when Christ sets up His 
kingdom on earth. So the sign of 
Christ’s coming mentioned in Mat- 
thew 24:3 is a sign of His coming 
in power and glory, bringing us 
back with Him after the tribula- 
tion. 


That is the way Jesus answered 
the question, too. Later in the 
chapter we read: 

“Immediately after the tribula- 
tion of those days shall the sun 
be darkened, and the Yroon shall 
not give her light, and the stars 
shall fall. from heaven, and the 
powers of the heavens shall be 
shaken: ... And he shall send his 
angels with a great sound of a 
trumpet, and they shall gather to- 
gether his elect from the four 
winds, from one end of heaven to 
the other’—Matt. 24:29, 31. 

After the tribulation, that is, 
after we have been caught up in 
the air to meet Christ and have 
gone with Him to Heaven, after 
Daniel's seventieth week is fin- 
ished, after the tribulation is over, 
then will appear “the sign of the 
Son of man in heaven” and people 
shall “see the Son of man coming 
in the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory.” 

In the tribulation time, anybody 
who is left here, converted in that 
time and called to preach, might 
preach on the signs of 
Christ’s coming. But now there 
are to be no signs until after the 
rapture, and after we shall be 
taken to Heaven. 


3. There Is No Prophetic Signifi- 
cance in the Present Partial 
Worldly Establishment of 
a Jewish State in Israel 


Thousands of Christians suppose 
that when a handful of uncon- 
verted Jews by worldly methods 
seized part of Palestine and part 
of Jerusalem and were proclaimed 
a separate nation May 14, 1948, 
that that was a definite sign that 
Christ must come soon. 

But they base that teaching on 
a misunderstanding of what Jesus 
said in that Olivet discourse, as 
I will show you. 

Now read Matthew 24:29-33: 

“Immediately after the tribula- 
tion of those days shall the sun 
be darkened, and the moon shall 
not give her light, and the stars 
Shall fall. from heaven, and the 
powers of the heavens shall be 
shaken: And then shall appear the 
sign of the Son of man in heaven: 
and then shall all the tribes of the 
earth mourn, and they shall see 
the Son of man coming in the 
clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory. And he shall send his 
angels with a great sound of a 
trumpet, and they shall gather to- 
gether his elect from the four 
winds, from one end of heaven to 
the other. Now learn a parable of 
the fig tree; When his branch is 
yet tender, and putteth forth 
leaves, ye know that summer is 
nigh: So likewise ye, when ye shall 
see all these things, know that it 
is near, even at the doors.” 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Page Seven 


No Signs of Christ’s Coming 


(Continued from page 6) 


I wanted you to see those verses 
all together. Note that everything 
in these verses happens “imme- 
diately AFTER THE TRIBULA- 
TION.” The things prophesied 
here do not happen before Christ 
comes to call us out to meet Him 
at the rapture. Rather, they come 


The present 


small and partial 


establishment of the nation Israel 


in unbeli 


matter from the tremendous, 


ef is an entirely different 
mir- 


aculous event which is foretold in 


the 


Bible. 


the earth bodily, in glory, to set 


When Christ comes to 


will be fulfilled “immediately aft- 
er the tribulation.” What has hap- 
pened in Palestine is not the pro- 
phesied event which will come la- 
ter, after we are caught up to 
meet the Lord in the air and when 
we return with Him to reign. 


S50 when we speak of signs of 
Christ’s coming, we ought to mean 
signs that will occur after we have 
been caught up with Christ in the 
air, after the tribulation. 
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Sworp promptly, please send ad- 
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Spirit at Pentecost begins the ful- 
fillment of that prophecy, says 
Peter, by divine inspiration. So 
the last days must include the 
Pentecostal revival, and go on 
through until “that great and not- 
able day of the Lord” (vs. 20). 
“The last days’”’ means this whole 
age. Scriptures that tell of what 
‘will happen in the last days or the 
latter times mean certain charac- 
| teristics of this whole age. 


up His kingdom, “immediately 


after the tribulation time. after the tribulation,’ His sign 


Someone says that the fig tree 
in the Bible always represents 
Israel; therefore the _ establish- 
ment of Israel as a nation is a 
sign that Christ must come. 
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truth about preliminary events be- 
fore Christ should return to 


done by the angels of God, and is 
to be complete. Every Jew in the 
world will be miraculously regath- 
ered to Palestine. If you will read 


Jesus Christ’s public ministry 
began the last days. The last days 
included Pentecost. The last days 
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A DIGEST OF THE SCRIPTURES 
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In the Scofield Bible is a very 
clear and helpful note on this 
question. On page 919. Dr. Scho- 
field says: 


“The ‘time of 


the Civil War in America than in 
the World War I or II. The Thirty 


Years’ War in Europe was more | 


destructive of life in the area cov- 
ered than other wars since that 
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meant. 

Another interesting passage 
which bears on this question is I 
John 2:18: 
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If you are considering 


the restoration of the temple 
and sacrifice (Dan. 9:27), and 
his presentation of himself as 
God (Dan. 9:27; 11:36-38; Matt. 


tion of the ‘time of the end’ is 
three and one half years, coin- 
ciding with the last half of the 
seventieth week of Daniel (Dan. 
7:25; 12:7; Rev. 13:5). (3) This 


‘time of the end’ is the ‘time of 


N. T., especially the Book of the 
Revelation, adds many details.” 


A careful study of the Scrip- 


as signs of Christ’s Secand Com- 
ing. 
The same thing is true about 


things have been 
down through the centuries since 
the Lord Jesus ascended to Heav- 


en. A careful reading of the Scrip- | 
ture here noting that Jesus plain- | 


ly said that people are not to be de- 


2. The Term “the Last Days” in 
the Bible Refers to this Whole 
Age, Not Simply to a Few 

Years Preceding Christ’s 


happening all | 


refers to the whole age, and what 
people have thought were condi- 
tions which must immediately pre- 
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IV. Some Other So-Called 
Signs Are Only 


In His discourse on the Mount 
of Olives concerning His Second 
Coming, Jesus gave the disciples 
plain warning that they should not 
be deceived about signs of His 
coming. 


1. Wars, Famines, Pestilences, 
Earthquakes, False Cults Are 
Characteristics of This Whole 


ing Christ’s coming into the air 
for His saints. So I Timothy 1:4, 


supposed by some to picture the 
terrible apostasy just before 
Christ returns, because it men- 
tions “in the last days.” Second 
Peter 3:3 mentions “in the last 
days” scoffers 


a sign that Christ must soon come. 
But all these inferences are not | 
justified by the Scriptures because | 


, means: 


Jesus Christ, and by our gathering 
together unto him, That ye be 


Wheaton’s record of having provided regular in- Characteristics speaking of “the latter times,’ is|”ot soon shaken in mind, or be 
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who will deny the | 
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away first, and that man of sin 
be revealed, the son of perdition.” 


| Some Thessalonians had misun- 
| derstood Paul's first letter, per- 

‘haps, and they thought that the 
| day of the Lord, when Christ will 
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shall these things be? and what 
shall be the sign of thy coming, 
and of the end of the world?” 
(Matt. 24:3), this is the warning 
He gave them: 


ment age. The term refers to this 
age of the Great Commission, the 
age of the church, instead of the 
age of the ceremonial law. That is 
easy to prove. 

In Acts 2:14-21 we find Peter 


other things must occur first be- 
fore the reign of Christ. These 
things are numbered: (1.) “the 
falling away,” first; (2.) “And that 
man of sin will be revealed.” We 
are told that these two things 
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wars: see that ye be not troubled: 
for all these things must come to 
pass, but the end is not yet. For 
nation shall rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom: 
and there shall be famines, and 
pestilences, and earthquakes, in 
divers places”—Matt. 24:4-7. 
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pear, bringing with him, of course, 
the Great Tribulation. 

Then we are told alittle further 
that “the mystery of iniquity doth 
already work: only he who now 
letteth will let, until he be taken 

(Continued on page 8) 


DAYS, saith God, I will pour out 
of my Spirit upon all flesh: and 
your sons and your daughters shall 
prophecy, and your young men 
shall see visions, and your old men 
shall dream dreams’’—vss. 16,17. 
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Page Eight 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, October 23, 1953 


No Signs of Christ’s Coming 


(Continued from page 7) 


out of the way. And then shall 
that Wicked be revealed .. .” 

Now it has come about natural- 
ly that many people thought that 
“a falling away” mentioned here 
is a spiritual apostasy. In fact in 
the margin of the Scofield Refer- 
ence Bible is a note which says 
“the apostasy.” And that idea 
comes from a very curious truth. 
The Greek word here is literally 
apostasy. The English word apos- 
tasy is not a translation, but a 
transliteration of the words How- 
ever, people are misled by this 
fact because the word in the Greek 
does not necessarily mean the 
same as apostasy means in Eng- 
lish. In the Greek it means a loos- 
ing, a falling away; and so the 
King James translators properly 
translated it “a falling away.” 

It often occurs that when a 
word goes from one language to 
another it has a greatly modified 
meaning. For example, the Greek 
word dwnamis came over into the 
English language as dynamite. But 
it does not mean dynamite in the 
Greek at all; it means power and 
is the word used in Acts 1:8, “ye 
shall receive power.” 

Another illustration is our Eng- 
lish word impediment. It is really 
a Latin word, brought over into 
the English language. But in the 
Latin it means army baggage, as 
one who has studied Caesar’s Gal- 
lic Wars might remember. The 
baggage was in the way in fight- 
ing and so it came to mean an im- 
pediment, a hindrance; but that 
is not the literal meaning in the 
Latin. 

So the Greek word for falling 
away dees not mean necessarily 
apostasy. 

Then what does it mean? It 
seems to me to definitely mean 
the rapture of the saints. One of 
these days the pull of gravity that 
biads us to this earth will be 
“6 in a moment, and we will 
be caught up to meet the Lord 
Jesus in the air. We will literally 
fall away from the earth to meet 
Jepus Christ. And this literal 
méaning fits the Greek fully as 
wéll if not better than to spirit- 
ua@lize the word and make it mean 
a falling away from Christ or doc- 
trine. 

Besides, this meaning is neces- 
sary. Look again at II Thessalon- 
jians 2:3. Two conditions must be 
fulfilled before Christ comes to 
reign on earth. Those two condi- 
tigns are the falling away and the 
Man of Sin with his persecutions 
and tribulations for the earth. But 
what about the rapture of the 
saints? Must not that come first? 
If. the coming of Christ is immi- 
nent, and may come at any mo- 
ment; if Christ’s coming into the 
air to receive His saints is the 
next thing on God’s program, then 
certainly the rapture must come 
before Christ’s return to reign. If 
you make “a falling away’ mean 
Christians falling away from this 
earth, caught up to meet Christ 
in the air, then the picture is com- 
plete. Without this you have an 
apostasy coming before Christ’s 
reign, and the Man of Sin coming 
before Christ’s reign, but nothing 
about the rapture at all! 


Yet later in the same passage, 
the rapture is inferred, because 
the Holy Spirit is said to now hin- 
der the coming of the Antichrist 
and his wickedness, until He, the 
Holy Spirit, be taken out of the 


_ way. The Holy Spirit will doubt- 


less be caught up in the bodies of 
believers, and in that sense, He 
will no longer hinder the appear- 
ance of the Man of Sin. But the 
rapture is not mentioned as one 
of the things preceding the day 
of the Lord unless “a _ falling 
away” refers to the rapture, as I 
believe it clearly does. 


How could Christ’s coming be 
imminent, if Christ could not come 
until the theory of evolution be- 
came popular? Or how could 
Christ’s coming be imminent, so 
be at He might have come even in 

ew Testament times, if He could 
net come before modernism gained 
stich headway in certain American 
denominations? No, it simply 
doesn’t fit. Apostasy in doctrine is 
no sign of Christ’s coming. There 
are no signs by which anybody 
can know when the coming of the 
Saviour approaches. And II 


Thessalonians 2:3 says that the 
rapture itself must precede the 


coming of the day of the Lord. 
Properly speaking, the only two 
things that precede the “day of 
the Lord” are the rapture and the 
Man of Sin with all the entails. 
Apostasy? It happened in the 
first and second centuries so that 
not a single one of the churches 
mentioned as the seven churches 
of Asia in Revelation, chapters 2 
and 3, now remain. Rome, with all 
her heresy, developed centuries 
ago. Apostasy is not a mark of 
the close of the age, and has noth- 
ing prophetically to do with the 
second coming of Christ. We are 
to expect the dear Saviour to come 
at any time, signs or no signs, be- 
cause He said He would, and be- 
cause He commanded us to watcn. 


2. The Warning of Hebrews 10:25, 
“As Ye See the Day Approach- 
ing’ Told the Jews in Jerusa- 

lem of the Near Destruction 
of the City 


Once I supposed that Hebrews 
10:25 spoke of the Second Com- 
ing. It says, “Not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together, 
as the manner of some is; but ex- 
horting one another: and so much 
the more, as ye see the day ap- 
proaching.” However, on making 
a more thorough study of the book 
of Hebrews, I became convinced 
that this is a warning of the com- 
ing destruction of the city of Jeru- 
salem which occurred in A.D. 70, 
at the hand of Titus and his Ro- 
man army. 

We remember that Jesus had 
given most solemn warning of this 
coming ruin to the city He loved. 


“And when ye shall see Jerusa- 
lem compassed with armies, then 
know that the desolation thereof 
is nigh. Then let them which are 
in. Judaea flee to the mountains; 
and let them which are in the 
midst of it depart out; and let not 
them that are in the countries 
enter thereinto. For these be the 
days of vengeance, that all things 
which are written may be fulfill- 
ed. But woe unto them that are 
with child, and to them that give 
suck, in those days! for there shall 
be great distress in the land, and 
wrath upon this people. And they 
shall fall by the edge of the sword, 
and shall be led away captive into 
all nations: and Jerusalem shall 
be trodden down of the Gentiles, 
until the times of the Gentiles be 
fulfilled.”—Luke 21 :20-24. 


This destriction occurred A.D. 
70, about thirty-seven years after 
Jesus made this prediction. 

Later the book of Hebrews takes 
up the same kind of solemn warn- 
ing. When the book of Hebrews 
was written, the temple seems to 
have been still standing in Jeru- 
salem, the Levites and priests 
carrying on the regular sacrifices. 
Hebrews 10:11 says, “And every 
priest standeth daily ministering 
and offering oftentimes the same 
sacrifices, which can never take 
away sins.”’ Note the present tense 
of that Scripture. The sacrifices 
were still being offered in the 
temple when the book of Hebrews 
was’ written. 

Note also Hebrews 7:9 which 
says, “And as I may so say, Levi 
also, who receiveth tithes, payed 
tithes in Abraham.” The priests 
and Levites, descendants of Levi, 
were even then receiving tithes in 
the temple at Jerusalem. . And 
verse 5 in the same chapter says, 
“And verily they that are of the 
sons of Levi, who receive the of- 
fice of the priesthood, have a 
commandment to take tithes of 
the people according to the 
law...” 

Note also Hebrews 13:10, “We 
have an altar, whereof they have 
no right to eat which serve the 
tabernacle.” Priests and Levites 
even then, when the book of He- 
brews was written, ate of other 
sacrifices brought to the temple at 
Jerusalem. So the book of He- 
brews was written shortly before 
the destruction of Jerusalem, 
probably A.D. 64. 

Now throughout the book of 
Hebrews, Jews were being pre- 
pared for the final dissolution of 
all the temple sacrifices and serv- 
ices. Hebrews tells how Christ is 
better than angels, how Christ is 
better than Moses, how Christ is 
better than the high priests of 
Israel, how the sacrifice made by 
Christ once and for all purchased 
salvation, as the animal sacrifices 
could not do. We are told how the 


new covenant supersedes the old 
covenant and the old is ready is 
passed away. Then we are told in 
Hebrews, chapter 9, how the blood 
of Christ is infinitely superior to 
the blood of goats and calves, and 
the heavenly sanctuary is infmite- 
ly better than the temple at Jeru- 
salem. Finally all this teaching 
comes to a mighty climax in He- 
brews 10:18, “Now where remis- 
sion of these is, there is no more 
offering for sin.” 


The Old Testament sacrifices 
are over. The temple will be de- 
stroyed, the priesthood scattered, 
the animal sacrifices offered no 
more! For now, through Christ, 
we have boldness to enter into the 
holiest by the blood of Jesus, we 
are told. If you will read Hebrews 
10:18-25 with this in mind, you 
will see how God brings the sub- 
ject to the mighty climax. The 
believers among the Jews are 
solemnly warned to meet together 
to exhort one another, to hold fast 
the profession of faith without 
wavering, as they see the armies 
gathering about Jerusalem and the 
inevitable destruction of it, as 
foretold by Jesus Christ, about to 
take place! “...so much the more 
as ye see the day approaching.” 


Now after building up to the 
mention of destruction in He- 
brews 10:25, verses 26-31 speak 
of the vengeance of God, His judg- 
ment and fiery indignation, and of 
sinners dying without mercy who 
have trodden under foot the Son 
of God. God's vengeance is com- 
ing! “It is a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God” 
(Heb. 10:31). 


Thereafter, properly enough, the 
rest of the book of Hebrews leaves 
off the discussion of the Hebrew 
temple, sacrifices, covenant and 
priesthood to speak of the heroes 
of the faith, of trial, and testing, 
and martyrdom, and chastening. 
And the one place which mentions 
again the Jewish altars and sacri- 
fices is in Hebrews 13:10-14, which 
tells these Jewish Christians sol- 
emnly, “Let us go forth therefore 
unto him without the camp, bear- 
ing his reproach. For here have 
we no continuing city, but we seek 
one to come” (vss. 13,14). Jeru- 
salem will be deéstréyéd. These 
converted Jews will be wanderers 
on the face of the earth now, with- 
out any continuing city, and so 
they are told that they may bear 
the solemn reproach of Christ and 
look for another city, when Jesus 
comes! 

A solemn study of Hebrews 10: 
25, in view of the whole book, 
seems to me conclusive proof that 
when Paul, by divine inspiration, 
warned the Hebrew ‘people, “. . . 
but exhorting one another: and so 
much the more, as ye see the day 
approaching” he was’ warning 
them of the destruction of Jeru- 
salem which Jesus had clearly 
foretold and which was to occur 
within a short time. He was not 
warning of the second coming of 
Christ. 

Nobody will “see the day ap- 
proaching”’ when Jesus will come. 
Multiplied thousands have thought 
they saw it, but were mistaken. 
Martin Luther thought he saw it 
when he rushed his book on Dan- 
iel into print before the Saviour 
should come. The Millerites 
thought they saw it with the 
shower of meteors which they 
thought fulfilled prophecy and 
portended the coming of the Sav- 
iour. ‘‘Pastor’’ Russell thought he 
saw the day of Christ approaching, 
and solemnly promised that Christ 
would come in 1914, but he was 
mistaken. No, we do not “see the 
day approaching” of Christ’s com- 
ing. But Jews saw solemn portents 
of terrifying signs that the citv 
of Jerusalem would be destroyed. 
And the book of Hebrews was 
written partly to prepare Jewish 
believers for the utter destruction 
of the temple and its sacrifices 
and the scattering of its priest- 
hood. 

When Jesus said, “No man 
knoweth the day nor the hour 
wherein the Son of man cometh” 
He certainly meant that we could 
not see the day of His coming ap- 
proaching. 


VI. The Danger and Harm of 
Date-Setting and Sign- 
Watching 


A deep concern has come upon 
me as I have seen the results of 
setting out to find signs on every 
hand for Christ’s coming, and 
practically setting dates for 
Christ’s return. 


of preaching Bible truths. 
many have accused evangelists of 
being sensational 
preach on sin, Hell, and judgment! 
On these, good evangelists ought 


about 


First of all, Jesus plainly said 
not to do it. He said concerning 
His Second Coming, “. . . It is not 
for you to know the times or the 
seasons, which the Father hath 
put in his own power” (Acts 1:7). 


Again He plainly said, “. .. The 
kingdom of God cometh not with 
observation” (Luke 17:20). That 
is, Jesus said, no one can now ob- 
serve the approach of the king- 
dom. There are no signs, no pre- 
liminary events by which anyone 
can judge how near is Christ's 
coming. Surely we must be im- 
pressed with the thought that one 
who seeks to know what Jesus 
plainly said we were not to know 
sins against the Saviour. 


Such setting of dates tends to 
heresy. I call your attention to 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, the Sevéhth- 
Day Adventists, the British 
Israelites, and all the other groups 
who pretend to know that we are 
in the very closing days of the 
age, and who claim they have spe- 
cial revelation concerning it which 
other cults do not have. The so- 
called Latter Rain is such a 
heresy. Currently there is a great 
turning of heretofore sound Bible 
teachers to believe that the church 
must go through the tribulation. 
They are “restudying prophecy,” 
they say. The simple truth is that 
they have set so many signs, and 
then found their prophecies were 
not fulfilled and Christ did not 
come, until now many choose to 
believe that they were right about 
it being the closing days of the 
age, but they believe the tribula- 
tion time is simply coming on 
without the rapture, and that 
saved people will go through the 
tribulation. In this they sin against 
the clear Bible teaching of the 
imminence of Christ’s coming. 

Again, all this preaching on 
signs tends to put the emphasis 


on the newspaper instead of on 


the Bible. It tends to teach a doc- 
trine depending on sight instead 


of depending on faith. Also, it 
cultivates a certain sensational- 


ism, a clamoring for attention by 


bizarre and strange _ interpreta- 
tions. Preachers are spending 
much time preaching on the 


atomic bomb, on Russia, on the 


coming world war III, and politi- 
cal alliances with other nations, 
on “the kings of the east,”’ instead 
How 


because’ they 


to create a sensation. But it is 
infinitely worse to be sensational 
simple worldly current 
events, trying to give them some 


eternal and prophetic significance 


beyond what the Bible speaks. 
That is wrong. 

This looking for signs, this 
preaching that we are in the clos- 
ing days is a discouraging busi- 
ness. It leads people to believe 
we can have no more great re- 
vivals. It leads to defeatism in 
prayer and labor. It discourages 
soul winning. 


And one terrible result of all this 
speculation, and theorizing, and 
sign-finding, and date-setting is 
that great reproach is brought on 
the blessed scriptural doctrine of 
the premillennial return of Jesus 
Christ. 


Let us come back to the Bible 
emphasis, brethren. Let all of us 
come back to teach and preach 
again, and warn our own hearts 
repeatedly that Jesus is coming, 
that no one knows when, and that 
we are to solemnly watch and 
wait and look for His coming as a 
matter of simple faith because He 
said to do it. 


Signs there will be in the tribu- 
lation time, especially signs for 
the Jews, “. . . the Jews require 
BR On... .  —A1 4eee aeee 
this day does not require a sign; 
it requires faithful obedience to 
the plain word of Jesus Christ. We 
are to be like the faithful porter 
waiting to open the door to the 
returning master, however late his 
coming. Jesus may come today. 
He may not come for a thousand 
years. But we can hope for His 
coming now, and be ready at any 
moment while we do His will. 
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God never calls any man to 
do anything that he cannot do 
by Divine help or that friends 
of the cause are not able by 
their co-operation to help him 
accomplish. We Christians are 
told in God’s Word to bear one 
another’s burdens. We are not 
told to add to one another’s bur- 
dens. Sometimes in Christian 
work we get a little discour- 
aged because there are so many 
professing Christians, even 
among the orthodox crowd, who 
are guilty of the sin of adding 
to burdens that are already 
too heavy for some of God’s 
children to carry. But when I 
‘think of my life and the work 
to which God has called me as 
an evangelist and as the found- 
er of Bob Jones University, my 
heart is filled with thanksgiving 
to God for the good and faithful 
and understanding Christian 
friends who have been so loyal 
and co-operative. I praise God 
for all of you Christians who 
pray for Bob Jones University 
and for Bob, Jr., the president 
of the institution, and for me, 
the founder and chairman of 
the Board. Your prayers have 
been answered over and over 
again. Every one of you who 
has sincerely prayed for us has 
had a part in the work that 
has been accomplished. I have 
just recently spoken in a city 
where there is an _ orthodox 
Christian school that is doing a 
good work, and I found that 
most of the faculty and execu- 
tives are Bob Jones University 
graduates. I have found our 
graduates on mission fields, and 
many of them are in evangelis- 


Dr. Bob Jones Says: 


tic work, and a great many of 
them are outstanding pastors, 
and, of course, some of them 
are school teachers, and some 
are wives and mothers. You 
faithful Christians who have 
prayed for the work have a 
part in all the results being ac- 
complished by these Bob Jones 
University people who have 
gone out into the world to be 
used of God in His service. 
Please keep praying for us. We 
need prayer more than we need 
anything else. We have a God 
Who hears and answers the 
prayers of His people. Some of 
you have invested money that 
God has given you in the work 
of the school. We appreciate 
this, too. We hope you will keep 
on keeping on sending in con- 
tributions. Some of you may 
be able to send large gifts, but 
many of you cannot make large 
investments in the work we 
are doing here in this Christian 
center, but practically all of you 
can invest something. We prom- 
ise you that we will use the 
money you send carefully and 
prayerfully to carry out the 
purpose of Bob Jones Univer- 
sity, which is to train sound, 
orthodox Christian leaders and 
send them out into the world to 
witness for and bring souls to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. We will 
appreciate your investing what- 
ever the Lord may lead you to 
invest. But please keep on pray-. 
ing for us. Thank you and God 
bless you. 
BOB JONES, Founder 
Bob Jones University 
Greenville, S. C. 
(Advertisement) 
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Building the Walls 


(Continued from page 2) 


thousands of others do the same 
thing, we can succeed. 


Again, it is a blessed thing that 
the priests helped. “Then Eliashib 
the high priest rose up with his 
brethren and priests, and they 
builded the sheep gate; they sanc- 
tified it, and set up the doors of it; 
even unto the tower of Meah they 
sanctified it, unto the tower of 
Hananeel” (Neh. 3:1). We can- 
not do this work without the help 
of spiritual leaders, the preachers. 
How happy we were last week 
when preachers came from a num- 
ber of provinces of Canada, and 
from a number of states, to be 
present at the great rally at fa- 
mous Moody Church, Chicago. 
Then from all over Michigan pas- 
tors came to Pontiac on Wednes- 
day. On Friday, October 2, at 
Highland Park Baptist Church, 
Chattanooga, we had Christian 
workers present from Virginia, 
West Virginia, Indiana, Kentucky, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana, Tennessee, and 
Illinois. These ministers are bur- 
dened for revival. They want to 
be refreshed in heart, to have the 
power of the Holy Spirit, to 
preach boldly as prophets of God. 
They want to see their own com- 
munities stirred for God. And how 
happy we were when preacher 
after preacher came to tell us that 
he was taking the matter before 
his church to urge them to put 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD in their 
budget and to send it to every 
resident family. 


Dr. Lee Roberson appointed 
Evangelist Ben Byrd, connected 
with Tennessee Temple Schools, as 
the school and church representa- 
tive to encourage the circulation 
of THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
throughout all the church mem- 
bership and through the schools. 
Dr. Bob Jones, Sr. promised that 
Bob Jones University would again 
require that THE SWORD OF THE 
LorRD go to every ministerial stu- 
dent, and require the students to 
read and report on two sermons 
weekly. And Dr. Bob also prom- 
ised to send in one thousand new 
missionary subscriptions for Bible- 
believing missionaries on the for- 
eign fields of the world. Oh, thank 
God, there are many indications 
that God is raising up many 
preachers to help build the wall 
and to bring back great revival to 
America, and to use THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD as one of the instru- 
ments in that great task. 


But women as well as men help- 
ed in building the walls of Jeru- 
salem. Nehemiah 3:12 says, “And 
next unto him repaired Shallum 
the son of Halohesh, the ruler of 
the half part of Jerusalem, he 
and his daughters.” I know how 
he must have felt, this good man 
who had no sons but only daugh- 
ters. I have six daughters and no 
sons. But that was no handicap 
to him. His daughters helped him 
as they carried the stone and 
mortar, as they cleared away the 
rubble, as they laid the masonry. 

And everywhere God is raising 
up Christian women who, in their 
Sunday School classes or among 
their neighbors, set out to get 
subscriptions to THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp. They get sample copies and 
show them. They tell plainly what 
‘THE SWORD OF THE LORD has meant 
to them. They tell about the re- 
markable soul-winning sermons of 
great men of the past, and the 
best sermons being written in the 
worid today, published in this pa- 
per. These godly women can help 
us succeed in sending 200,000 sub- 
scriptions out in the next twelve 
months, 


4. Of Course There Were 
Many Discouragements in 
Rebuilding the Walls 
of Jerusalem 

Nehemiah had many tempta- 
tions. There was Sanballat and 
Tobiah and Geshem, heathen men 
who did not want the work to suc- 
ceed. They laughed and mocked 
Nehemiah. They threatened 
his tife, They lied about him, slan- 
dered him, saying that he intended 
to be king, and that Jerusalem 
planned to rebel. 3 

Is it surprising that there are 
modernists and unbelievers these 
days who mock at our earnest ef- 
forts to bring back great revivals, 
to lead people again to the funda- 
mentals of the faith? If the Am- 
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monites and Arabians and Horo- 
nites tempted Nehemiah and ab- 
used him, should we be surprised 
if false cults and isms raise up to 


oppose THE SWORD OF THE LORD?, 


Another severe trial to Nehe- 
miah was that many of the best 
people, Jews themselves and lead- 
ers, did not help in the work. Ne- 
hemiah 3:5 says, “And next unto 
them the Tekoites repaired; but 
their nobles put not their necks to 
the work of their Lord.” Some of 
the people most helped by the 
work of THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
do not send subscriptions, do not 
announce THE SworD OF THE LORD 
to their congregations, and do not 
bear a fair share of the load. One 
evangelist was considered for a 
city-wide revival campaign in 
America, but there rose up oppo- 
sition and slander. The man in- 
volved was a blessed preacher, a 
good soul winner. The proposed 
revival was needed, yet it was 
about to be blocked. Prayerfully 
I sent a representative and he 
spent days among the pastors 
clearing up difficulties. He ran 
down the rumors and got them 
stopped, although they now had 
penetrated to many, many com- 
munities, and the evangelist’s 
whole ministry had been endan- 
gered. The evangelist thanked me 
earnestly. But I had paid $200 
out of my own pocket to clear the 
evangelist’s name. I never got it 
back, and I do not recall that we 
have ever received one paid sub- 
scription sent in by him. 

The other day I received the 
only letter that I remember ever 
to have received from a foreign 
missionary which criticised THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. It was so rare 
an exception that it leads me to 
thank God for the other near 2,000 
missionaries who read THE SWorD 
OF THE LORD with such love and 
gratitude. 


This missionary did not like the 
promotion in THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD, our trying to enlist others 
to send subscriptions. He thought 
it was too much an effort to exalt 
this editor. He told how he had 
talked against THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp to other missionaries. Yet 
this man himself received THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD as a personal 
gift from me, at some real sacri- 
fice, reads it regUlarly and hopes 
that it will continue coming to 
him! He is one of the nobles, but 
he does not put his hand to the 
task, nor his neck to the work. 


Yes, Nehemiah had his discour- 
agements, and so do we. The long, 
hard pull wore out the bearers of 
burdens. The strength of the peo- 
ple decayed. There was discour- 
agement. There was constant 
temptation. But God was with 
him, and Nehemiah and his friends 
succeeded. They built the walls 
and hung the gates! 

The other day we invited one 
of the best Christian leaders in 
America to come to be associated 
in a high office connected With 
the SWORD OF THE LORD, He is 
prayerfully considering it and we 
hope he will come. But we told 
him plainly, “THE SWORD OF THE 
LorRD is in the frontline trenches. 
Every one who gets into this ac- 
tive soul-winning work, this fight 
against sin, this call to revival, 
will have opposition from the 
Devil. People in the frontline 
trenches get criticised and get 
shot at. If you come to work with 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD you must 
be ready to suffer with Him and 
bear the reproach of Christ and of 
New Testament = Christianity.” 
There is plenty of opposition to 
revival opposition to evangelists, 
opposition to the fundamentals of 
the faith, opposition to any fight 
against sin. But God can raise up 
enough friends to do this work ff 
those who believe the Bible and 
love the truth will stand with us. 


5. Nehemiah’s Triumph Came 
As a Result of Most Earnest 
Sacrifice and Prayer 


We find that when he heard of 
the distressful situation at Jeru- 
salem, Nehemiah said: 

«  ..I sat down and wept, and 
mourned certain days, and fasted, 
and prayed before the God of 
heaven, And said, I. beseech thee, 
O Lord God of heaven, the great 
and terrible God, that keepeth 
covenant and mercy for them that 
love him and observe his com- 
mandments: Let thine ear now be 


George Mueller’s 
Plan For Getting 
Things Done 


The first three years after con- 
version I neglected the Word of 
God. Since I began to search it 
diligently, the blessing has been 
wonderful. I have read the Bible 
through 100 times and always with 
increasing delight. I look upon it 
as a lost day when I have not had 
a good time over the Word of 
God. Friends often say, “I have so 
much to do, so many people to see, 
I cannot find time for Scripture 
study.” Perhaps there are not 
many who have more to do than I 
have. For more than half a century 
I have never known one day when 
I had not more business than I 
could get through. For 40 years I 
have had annually about 30,000 
letters, and most of these have 
passed through my own hands. I 
have nine assistants always at 
work corresponding in German, 
French, English, Danish, Italian, 
Russian, and other languages. 

Then, as pastor of a church with 
1,200 believers, great has been my 
care. Besides, I have had charge of 
five immense orphanages; also, at 
my publishing depot, the printing 
and circulating of millions of 
tracts, books, and Bibles. But I 
have always made it a rule never 
to begin work till I have had a 
good season with God. The vigor 
of our spiritual life will be in exact 
proportion to the place held by the 
Word in our life and thoughts.— 
From “George Mueller of Bristol.” 


attentive, and thine eyes open, 
that thou mayest hear the prayer | 
of thy servant, which I pray be- 
fore thee now, day and night, for 
the children of Israel thy servants, 
and confess the sins of the chil- 
dren of Israel, which we have 
sinned against thee: both I and 
my father’s house have sinned.”— 
Neh. 1:4-6. 


We too must pray. We must 
confess our sins. We must wait on 
God, day and night sometimes, un- 
til we know that He has heard 
our prayer. We must mourn over 
our failures and over the state of 
our land. This is what Nehemiah 
did and God heard him. He will 
hear us, too. 

I cannot think of anything that 
I need from men so badly as their 
earnest, believing prayers. Oh, if 
tens of thousands will, every day, 
come humbly to God and plead 
for me! How I need wisdom from 
God in editing THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp! Pray that God will keep me 
on the main track. There is op- 
position, there are temptations, 
there is the weariness of the flesh. 
Pray that I may not only believe 
the Bible, but I may feed on it 
and grow strong on it day by day. 
Pray not only that I may be 
orthodox in doctrine, but that the 
breath of God, the power of the 
Holy Spirit, may rest upon me 
every day! Oh, to love people and 
bless them as I ought! Oh, pray 
that God will raise up friends for 
THE SWORD OF THE LOrpD. 

I want the help of Chris- 
tian friends everywhere, but I do 
not want anything so badly nor 
need anything so much as the 
power of God, the wisdom of God, 
the sustaining grace of God! Then 
in Jesus’ name, since we are com- 
manded, “Bear ye one another's 
burdens, and so fulfill the law 
of Christ,” hold me up to God in 
earnest prayer. The weakest, the 
poorest Christian can do that, if 
God lays it on your heart. 

Here at the SworD OF THE LORD 
office we have had two full nights 
of prayer. We will have more ex- 
tended seasons of prayer. We 
must wait upon God. He alone 
can raise up the friends. He alone 
can send in the funds. He alone 
ean put it in the hearts of the 
unsaved, the careless and the cal- 
lous, the unbelieving and the form- 
al and worldly, to read THE SworpD 
OF THE LorpD and be blessed and 
changed by it. 

And then, if we please God, we 
must be sacrificial. Nehemiah left 
his easy post as a_ white-collar 
worker, a cupbearer before the 
king of Babylon, the greatest na- 
tion in the world. He went to 
Jerusalem and took the responsi- 
bility and burden of rebuilding 
those walls. He took slander and 
abuse and misunderstanding, and 
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Saved in Time 


Paul Rader had many a talk 
with a banker in New York, and 
the banker would reply that he 
was too busy for religion. But he 
over-worked and was sent to a 
sanatorium for a complete rest. 
One day God spoke to Paul Rader. 
The message was quite clear, “Go 
and speak to the banker.” Rader 
caught a train and went with all 
speed to the sumptuous sanatori- 
um, 


As he drew near he saw the) 
banker standing in the doorway. | 
“Oh, Rader,” he said, “I am so. 
glad to see you.” | 

“I received your telegram,” said | 
Rader. | 

“No,” said he, “that is impos- 
sible. I wrote a telegram begging 
you to come, but I tore it up. I 
did not send it.” 

“That may be so,” said Mr. Ra- 
der, “but your message came by | 
way of heaven.” He found his 
friend was under deep conviction | 
of sin; and he pointed him to 
Christ as a perfect Saviour. That 
man accepted Christ as his Sav- 
iour, and his heart was filled with 
joy 


Rader,” he said, “did you ever 
see the sky so blue or the grass so| 
green?’”’ 

“Ah,” said Rader, “we some- | 
times sing: | 
“Heaven above is softer blue, 

Earth around is sweeter green; | 
Something lives in every hue | 

Christless eyes have never seen.” | 

Suddenly the banker leaned 
against Mr. Rader and fell into his 
arms—dead.—-The Sunday School 
Times. 


oo LL mJ 


OBO ET aT th 


How Much Ought 
<i To Giue? 


Give as you would if an angel 

Awaited your gift at the door; 

Give as you would if tomorrow 

Found you where giving was o’er. 

Give as you would to the Master 

If you met His loving look; 

Give as you would of your sub- 
stance 

Ii His hand your offering took. 


Author unknown 
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on The Home had helped him in 


for you and your home! 


PRAY ER—<Asking and Receiving 


Nearly 140,000 copies of this book 
have already been purchased, and there 
is a reason why. All over the world 
people are hungry-hearted, anxious to 
wet their prayers answered. Here in this 
book is proof that the miracle-working 
God still answers prayer as He did in 
Bible times. Here you can learn to 
pray.in the will of God, grow in faith, 
really get things from God, and live 
the joyful life of daily answered prayer. 

No dry-as-dust theory, but sound, 
heart-warming, indisputable Bible teach- 
ing wonderfully supported by positive 
answers to prayer in the life of the 
author. Dr. Rice shows from the Bible 
that such answers to prayer ought to be 
daily, common experience of every child 
of G 


MOODY MONTHLY COMMEND- 
ED: “Do you want your faith re- 
vived, your courage strengthened, 
your vision clarified, your heart 
enlarged and kindled, and your 
prayer life lifted to a high spiritual 
plane? Then READ THIS BOOK!” 

328 large pages, 21 chapters, nearly 
150,000 words. $2.50. 


Sword of the Lord Publishers 
Wheaton, Lllinois 


Please send me copies of 


each, I enclose $ 


Name 


‘‘Words cannot express 
my gratitude... ”’ | 


The young corporal was stationed at Camp Borden, Ontario. 
One night he sat down to iry to tell Dr. Rice how much his bocks 
had blessed his home. He told how his pastor had seen them and 
exclaimed. “You have a gold mine there!” He told how the book 


groping for words, he said, “Words cannot express my gratitude for |} 
being able to get such fine Christian books.” 


And what these books did for that young father, they can co 
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THE HOME: Courtship, Marriage and 
Children 

Is your home the picture of Christ’s 
love for His own? God meant for it to 
be! Yet how far short Christian fami- 
lies fall of that standard. Dr. Rice, 
himself father of six, has written a 
Bible manual on the home that can 
help your home, as it has helped liter- 
ally thousands of others. He discusses 
honestly and carefully, in chaste, Scrip- 
tural language, problems that face 
young people. He handles with great 
care matters of child discipline, and 
the relationships of husband and wife. 
He shows how a happy home life is 
built on patient and prayerful attention 
to the Word of God. 


DR. HENRY HEPBURN SAYS: 
“It is spiritually sound, wise im 
counsel, careful in thought, chaste 
in expression, and white hot with 
passion for the glory of the Lord,” 


50,000 copies 
pages, 22 chapters, 
cloth binding. $2.59. 
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Meet Mr. Jesus 


(Continued from page 1) 


tral faith, was confused because of 
religion. I do not say—indeed, I 
think it would be wrong to say 

that he was under conviction of 
sin, for he was completely sincere 
in all that he did. But I do say 
that, as Saul journeyed toward 


Damascus, his mind was chaotic 
and he was in deepest perplexity. | 
Certainly that is the inference of | 
verse 5, “It is hard for thee to | 
kick against the pricks.” What a) 
vivid picture that is! It is the pic-| 
ture of a dumb, stubborn Ox | 
struggling to go in the wrong di- | 
rection while his master behind | 
him jabs and wounds with a sharp 
iron goad, compelling the self-| 
willed beast to go in a direction 
contrary to its will. And thus the | 
Lord Jesus was using sharp goads | 
to drive arrogant Saul in the right 
direction. 

One of these goads, I think, was 
that Pharisee’s spiritual frustra- 
tion. For Saul had tenaciously at- 
tempted to keep all the require- 
ments of the law, its routine wash- 
ings, its stated fasts, its appoint- 
ed prayers—the whole round of 
rigid ceremonialism. Yet his in- 
flexible legalism had brought to 
him no deliverance from sin, no 
peace of conscience, no assurance 
of eternal life, no fellowship with 
God. So he was overwhelmed with 
despondency as he and his retinue 
moved along under the blazing 
Syrian sun. Why was he unable 
to find God? Why was he unable 
to enjoy fellowship with his Crea- 
tor? Why was compulsive obedi- 
ence to the Law bringing him no 
relief and no moral dynamic? To 
Saul that was a distressing mys- 
tery, a burden to his heart and 
mind. 


Another goad in the hands of 
the Lord Jesus was the victorious 
fortitude of the very Christians 
whom Saul was hounding to death. 
They were, he thought, heretics, 
and therefore justly hated. They 
were enemies of Jehovah. They 
were spiritual renegades, far worse 
than the Gentiles. They were, as) 
Saul thought, apostates from di-| 
vine truth. Yet—what a baffling 
paradox!—they possessed the spir- 
itual blessings which Saul, an Heb- 
rew of the Hebrews, had never 
experienced. That too was a dis- 
tressing mystery, a burden to the 
heart and mind of that outstand- 
ing Pharisee. 

Still another 


goad was the joyful 
martyrdom of Stephen. Saul had} 
been a witness of that brutal mur- | 
der; in fact, he had held the gar- | 
ments of the man who in sinful | 
self-righteousness had stoned that 
heroic deacon into bloody pulp. 
Saul had been a witness of Ste- 
phen’s courage. Saul had been. a 
witness of Stephen’s radiant spirit. 
saul had been a witness of Ste- 
phen’s shining face, a face which, 
as the stones smashed against it, 
had been shining triumphantly like 
the face of an angel. And that tri- 
umphant face had haunted Saul. 
How could an apostate die like 
that? How could an apostate be 
sure of entering into the presence 
of God? And how, of all things, 
could an apostate possess death- 
conquering assurance because of 
his faith in Jesus, a lying impos- 
ter! That was a distressing mys- 
tery to Saul, a burden to his heart 
and his mind. 

Thus in deepest perplexity he 
journeyed along the Damascus 
Road, a religious man confused 
precisely because of religion. 

It may very well be, however, 
that like Saul you too are religious 
and yet confused precisely because 
of religion. You are religious, but 
you wonder about yourself. You 
are religious, but you wonder 
about the universe into which you 
find yourself thrust with your per- 
mission unasked. You wonder 
about God, His nature, and per- 
haps even His reality. You wonder 
about death and its aftermath. You 
are religious, but religion has 
brought no peace, no assurance, no 
moral dynamic, no life-transform- 
ing fellowship with your Maker. 
And, consequently, though relig- 
ious, your mind is a chaos, and you 
are plunged in deepest perplexity. 
That was why I inquired at the 
very outset whether you have ever 
met Jesus Christ in a decisive, 
face-to-face encounter. For Saul 
was confused until he met Jesus 
Christ, and after that encounter 
his confusion vanished away like 
ice exposed to tropical heat. 

I remember my own confusion 


of heart and mind before I en- 
countered Jesus Christ. I had been 
brought up in a religious home, 
and eventually I enrolled in college 
to prepare for the ministry. But 
my reading and thinking had made 
me confused about God, confused 
about existence, confused about 
everything under the sun. I was 
religious, to be sure, yet I had nev- 
er encountered Jesus Christ face- 
to-face; and Christless_ religion 
merely creates spiritual confusion. | 

A few months ago I met a wom- 
an of culture, wealth, and charm. 
She had desperately sought help 
from religions of every variety, 
only to have her inner confusion 
worse confounded. The more she 
pursued her quest the more im- 
penetrably it seemed that dark- 
ness settled down upon her. Event- 


‘ually her marriage ended in di- 
vorce, her home was wrecked, and 


her life was seemingly an unre- 
deemable failure. Then in her tra- 
gic bewilderment she met the Lord 


Jesus. Overnight the light of pur- 


pose and hope and meaningfulness 
infiltrated the darkness of her 
mind. She possessed a new under- 
standing of her existence, a new 
moral dynamic. And with the help 
of the living Christ, having been 
reconciled to God by faith in Cal- 
vary’s Cross, she was reconciled 
to her husband, her home was es- 
tablished again on solid founda- 
tions, and her gifted personality 
was yielded to her Saviour for the 
doing of His will and the glory of 
His Name. 


Perhaps you have heard of the 
sceptic who came to Moody one 
night, confused about the Bible, 
pronouncing it full of absurdities, 
and demanding that the great 
evangelist satisfactorily explain 
away all the alleged intellectual 
tangles. Moody’s advice was crisp 
and pointed. “Go home, get down 
on your knees, accept the Lord 
Jesus Christ as your Saviour, and 
then I will talk to you about these 
problems.” Under the conviction 
of*the Holy Spirit the man did as 
Moody directed. The next day he 
came back jubilantly, exclaiming: 
“IT took Jesus as my Saviour last 
night, and all those difficulties are 
gone. They no longer bother me.” 

And difficulties really do vanish 
whenever a confused soul meets 
the living Christ face-to-face. Just 
religion, let me emphatically in- 
sist, cannot solve your perplexing 
problems. Religion alone will prove 
a source of perplexity instead. Re- 
ligion as such will engulf you in 
baffling mystery. For never forget 
that Christless religion creates 
confusion. Face once more our 
initial question. Have you ever met 
Jesus Christ in a decisive, face-to- 
face, life-transforming encounter? 
When that meeting occurs, con- 
fusion starts to evaporate. 


Saul Confronted By the 
Ascended Lord 


Notice, secondly, that Saul was 
confronted by the ascended Lord. 
Yes,.the resurrected Saviour in all 
His glory stood there on the Da- 
mascus Road, blocking the way of 
the perplexed Pharisee. Now I 
grant you that nobody except Saul 
was able to see Jesus. But Saul 
saw Him, and saw Him as literally 
as you see your face in a mirror 
or aS you see a friend upon the 
street. Any doubt regarding the 
literality of that encounter is 
swept aside by I Corinthians chap- 
ter 15, where Paul, who had once 
been Saul, records the post-resur- 
rection appearances of our Lord. 
In verse 5 he writes that Jesus 
“was seen of Cephas.” And that 
was a literal appearance: Saul saw 
Jesus just as you see your friend 
or your friend sees you. Then Paul 
writes that Jesus was seen of the 
twelve; He was seen of about five 
hundred brethren at once; He was 
seen of James; and He was seen 
of the whole apostolic company 
together. And all of these ap- 
pearances were literal, as literal 
as the appearance of yourself to 
your friend and your friend to 
yourself. Therefore when Paul de- 
clares in verse 8, “And last of all 
he was seen of me also,” the ap- 
pearance of which he speaks must 
be interpreted as literal. In other 
words, Saul saw Jesus just as you 
see your friend and your friend 
sees you. The arrogant Pharisee 
was confronted face-to-face by the 
resurrected Saviour in all of His 
glory. 


(Continued on page 11) 


Building the Walls 


(Continued from page 9) 


did it all for God. He paid his own 
expenses, and did not take the 
governor's salary, nor support. 


Hear these words of Nehemiah: 


“Moreover from the time that 
I was appointed to be their gov- 
ernor in the land of Judah, from 
the twentieth year even unto the 
two and thirtieth year of Artax- 
erxes the king, that is, twelve 
years, I and my brethren have not 
eaten the bread of the governor. 
But the former governors that had 
been before me were chargeable 
unto the people, and had taken 
of them bread and wine, beside 
forty shekels of silver; yea, even 
their servants bare rule over the 
people: but so did not I, because 
of the fear of God. Yea, also I 
continued in the work of this wall, 
neither bought we any land: and 
all my servants were gathered 
thither unto the work. Moreover 
there were at my table an hun- 
dred and fifty of the Jews and 
rulers, beside those that came wun- 
to us from among the heathen 
that are about us. Now that which 
was prepared for me daily was 
one ox and six choice sheep; also 
fowls were prepared for me, and 
once in ten days store of all sorts 
of wine: yet for all this required 
not I the bread of the governor, 
because the bondage was heavy 
upon this people.’”—Neh. 5:14-18. 


It is only proper and right that 
we who work at the SworD OF THE 
Lorp offices should sacrifice. It is 
only proper that we should live 
on lower income than we could 
get if we were out in the business 
world. A foreign missionary does 
not expect to get as much pay 
as a bank president. A preacher 
does not expect to get as much 
pay as a senator or a rich oil man. 

And since Mrs. Rice and I are 
trying our best to do everything 
we can to carry on this work 
without any thought of monetary 
reward, and are putting all we 
can into the work, I humbly pray 
the prayer that Nehemiah prayed 
in the next verse, Nehemiah 5:19, 


“Think upon me, my God, for 
good, according to all that I have 
done for this people.” 

Will you who read join us in 
sacrifice? Will you give, and talk, 
and work to help us reach the 
200,000 homes with paid subscrip- 
tions to THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
by our twentieth anniversary, 
September 28, 1954? 


We have much to ecourage our 
heart. 

In Toronto Mr. Floyd Yates 
visited six pastors and urged them 
to have a “Sword of the Lord 
Sunday” in the church. Five of 
them agreed to have a “Sword of 
the Lord Sunday” in their church, 
and the sixth is considering it. 
This good layman took about 
copies of THE Sworp, showed them 
to the pastors. He had each of the 
three books of which we offer one 
to each preacher who will co- 
operate in having a “Sword of the 
Lord Sunday,” and showed them 
to the pastors. Thank God for the 
faithfulness of anybody who loves 
the Lord enough to work at this 
business! Oh, that is what we 
need—people who just care 
enough to do what they can do, 
the thing that is at hand for Jesus. 

Over 20,000 ministers of the 
Gospel take THE SworD OF THE 
Lorp. Is it too much to ask that 
these 20,000 preachers in their 
pulpits next Sunday mention THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD favorably and 
encourage people to read it and 
subscribe and pray? 


We have no ax to grind. We do 
not ask you to join our denomi- 
nation. We do not ask you to 
leave your own> church. We do 
not ask you to be unfaithful to 
your pastor. We do not ask you 
to neglect any good work of God. 
Preachers who can make an- 
nouncements for other things can 
make announcements for THE 
SWORD OF THE LOorD if they care, 
as we believe they ought to care, 
for revival and soul winning and 
Gospel literature and the old-time 
fundamentals of the faith. Sun- 


Household Salvation 


By Evangelist John Linton 


Uncommon sermon titles are 
these, and the messages are as 
fresh and pungent as their titles: 


- Household Salvation 

. God’s Handwriting 

. A Memorable Preaching Service 
- A Great Rebellion 

- What Is a Christian? 


- The Most Sensational Thing in the 
orld. 


. The Brother of Pontius Pilate 
Buying a Field 
. Two Witnesses 
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Here is a wealth of truth on 
Scriptures often overlooked or 
misunderstood. Readers of THE 
SWORD are enthusiastic about 
Mr. Linton’s rich Scotch humor 
and intense, lucid messages. 
You'll find them delightful, and 


Life- Transforming Revival Sermons 


By popular, stirring evangelists 


The Heavyweight 
Champion Who Lost 
His Title 
By Evangelist Bill Rice 


For the many thousands who 
have heard this tall, lanky cow- 
boy preacher, this book will be 
reminiscent of his honest, straight- 
forward messages, alive with per- 
sonal illustrations, deeply con- 
victing. 


SERMON TITLES 


. The Heavyweight Champion Who 
Lost His Title 
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2. A Fool’s Last Night on Earth 

3. A Good Man Lost—A Wicked Man 
Saved 
Hell-Bent 


All Loss—No Profit 

. Sinners: Who They Are, How They 
Got That Way, and What to Do 
About It 

. Wonderful, Threefold Salvation! 

. The Way to Heaven 

. Whose Side Are You On? 

10. Salvation Made Plain as Day 

11. The Danger of Delay 
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LLL LE LEC I CE ES 


day School teachers who can work 
up a social affair for a Sunday 
School class could take time to 
present THE SworD OF THE LORD 
to the class if they care enough 
about revival and soul winning. 
Christian people who give to sup- 
port other objects in their own 
community; Community Chest, 
Red Cross, a hospital, a church 
building, surely should be bur- 
dened enough about soul-winning 
fires everywhere, about calling 
people back to old-time faith in 
the old-time power of the Holy 
Spirit, and old-time, consecrated 
Christian living, to see that THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD is sent to as 
many as possible. 


Will you be one who will ac- 
cept a quota of 25, or 50, or 100, 
or 200 or 500, or 1,000 subscrip- 
tions to THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
and undertake to secure subscrip- 


tions, either to pay for them your-. 


self or to get others to pay for 
them, either new or renewal sub- 
scriptions, and to turn them in 
within one year’s time, or by Sep- 
tember 28, 1954? Remember, we 
offer to send free samples to those 
who will accept such a quota. Re- 
member, to every one who sets 
out to get at least 25 such sub- 
scriptions within one year, we of- 
fer the rock-bottom rate of $1.50 
per year in the United States, $2 
per year in Canada and foreign 
countries for full 52 large issues 
of this, America’s Foremost Re- 
vival Weekly. That is less than a 
3c stamp per week for Christian 
reading for the whole family! For 
$1.50 per week you could pay for 
50 subscriptions in less than one 
year. Will you undertake to see 
that your Sunday School class or 
your church sends in a quota of 
subscriptions? 

Of course there is no commis- 
sion, no discount, no premium on 
this rock-bottom rate. It is avail- 
able only in group subscriptions, 
or to those who agree to take such 
a quota of 25 or. more. 


If you will undertake such a 
quota, tell us how many, and how 
many samples you will prayer- 
fully use in the next thirty days 
and write at once to the editor. 


The Language of Heaven 
By Dr. D. A. McCall 


Here are ten heart-warming 
gospel sermons from the book of 
Revelation; not dry, speculative 
teaching, but practical, searching 
messages on the major themes of 
Revelation. Dr. McCall was for 
eleven years executive secretary 
of the Mississippi Baptists, is now 
Minister of Revival and Promo- 
tion for the Sword of the Lord 
Foundation. 


CHAPTER TITLES: 


“The Language of Heaven’”’ 
“Are There Tears in Heaven?” 


“War in Heaven, or All Out § for 
Christ” 

“The Four Horsemen of the Apoc- 
aly pse’’ 


“Going to Hell? Who Cares?” 

“Could a Lost Person Be Saved in 
Heaven?” 

“A Great Prayer Meeting in Which 
Only Lost People Participate’ 

“The Last Invitation” 

“The Last Prayer’’ 

“Revelation: A Summary” 
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~ Meet Mr. Jesus 


(Continued from page 10) 


And when Saul saw Jesus, in a 
split-second he also saw he had 
been wrong about three things. 


He saw in a split-second that, 
for one thing, he had been wrong 
about Jesus. Previously he had re- 
garded Jesus as a lying blasphe- 
mer, a false Messiah, a satanic 
impostor. But in an_ indivisible 
split-second he saw that Jesus was 
indeed the divine Redeemer, the 
promised Messiah, the only Sav- 
iour of a frustrated Pharisee. 


What is your opinion about Je- 
sus Christ? Maybe with some of 
our radical scholars you view Him 
as a myth, a fictious character, 
an historical unreality. Or maybe 
with George Bernard Shaw you 
view Jesus as a megalomaniac, a 
Jew who lost his mind by imagin- 
ing himself to be God. Or maybe 
you view Jesus as the finest flower 
on the stalk of humanity. Or may- 
be you view Jesus as the greatest 
of Hebrew prophets. Or maybe you 
view Jesus as a first century so- 
cialist. Well, no matter what your 
judgment has_ been previously, 
meet Jesus today in a face-to-face 
encounter, and you will instantan- 
eously revise your conception, cry- 
ing out, “My Lord and my God!” 

For a second thing, in an indi- 
visible split-second Saul saw that 
he had been wrong about the cross, 
Previously he had regarded Cal- 
vary’s bloody tree as a scandal. He 
had regarded it with abhorrence. 
He had thought the idea of salva- 
tion through that Cross was an ab- 
surdity. For in all likelihood Saul 
had remembered the Deuteranom- 
ic text, “Cursed is everyone that 
hangeth upon the tree.” Neverthe- 
less, when Saul saw Jesus on the 
Damascus Road, he also saw that 
the cross was the very power of 
God, the very wisdom of God, the 
divine instrumentality for the sal- 
vation of sinners. 

What is your opinion of the 
cross? Perhaps you, like Saul, con- 
sider it an absurdity, a stumbling 
block, a scandal; and perhaps you 
regard the idea of _ salvation 
through faith in the cross as a 
monstrous absurdity. But when 
you meet Jesus Christ in a face-to- 
face encounter, you will exclaim 
as Saul later did: “‘God forbid that 
I should glory save in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

For a third thing, in an indivis- 
ible split-second Saul saw that he 
had been wrong about himself. Be- 
fore the transforming encounter 
with Jesus Christ his opinion of 
himself had not been particularly 
humble. Indeed, he had been spirit- 
ually conceited. Think of an auto- 
biographical passage like Philip- 
pians 3:4-6: 

Though I might also have con- 
fidence in the flesh. If any other 
man thinketh that he hath where- 
of he might trust in the flesh, I 
more: Circumsised the eighth day, 
of the stock of Israel, of the tribe 
of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the 
Hebrews; as touching the law, a 
Pharisee; Concerning zeal, perse- 
cuting the church; touching the 
righteousness which is in the lay, 
blameless. 

Ah, but over against that pas- 
sage Paul’s confession in I Tim- 
othy, chapter 1, verses 13-15: 


Who was before a blaspheme?7, 
and a persecutor, and injurious: 
but I obtained mercy, because I 
did it ignorantly in unbelief. And 
the grace of our Lord was exceed- 
ing abundant with faith and love 
which is in Christ Jesus. This is a 


‘faithful saying, and worthy of all 


acceptation, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sin- 
ners; of whom I am chief. 


What a difference! Talk about 
self-deflation! Here is a supreme 
example of it. For Paul, who had 
once been Saul, came to see him- 
self from God’s perspective. He 
came to see himself as a guilty 
sinner, a lost soul apart from Je- 
sus Christ, an enemy of Jehovah 
whom he thought himself to be 
serving. He came to see himself 
as a blasphemer and a persecutor. 
Yes, he came to see himself even 
as the chief of sinners. He came to 
see himself as he really was. And 
he came to that shattering self- 
appraisal only after he had been 
confronted by Jesus Christ on the 
Damascus Road. 

Perhaps with a measure of unde- 
niable justification you have a 
high opinion of yourself. You are 
an exemplary character, an indi- 
vidual of outstanding personality- 


traits. But meet Jesus Christ in 
a face-to-face encounter and you 
will see yourself as a guilty trans- 
gressor of God’s holy law. You will 
see yourself as a sinner, properly 
condemned and hopelessly lost 
apart from redeeming grace. Yes, 
meet Jesus Christ, and over- 
whelmed by His glory and your 
own shame, you will cry out, “God 
be merciful to me a sinner!” 


Saul Changed Into New 
Personality 


Notice, finally, that Saul, after 
his confrontation by Jesus Christ, 
was changed into a new personal- 
ity. And this change is strikingly 
stated in II Corinthians, chapter 
4 and versé 6: 


For God, who commanded the 
light to shine out of darkness, 
hath shined in our hearts, to give 
the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. 

This text is another piece of 
autobiography; it is a recollection 
of that transforming encounter on 
the Damascus Road. For, you see, 
what took place there was unde- 
niably a miracle, a work of divine 
power like unto that creative work 
which is described in Genesis. As a 
matter of fact, Paul draws a paral- 
lel between creation and conver- 
sion. The earth had been chaos, 
without form and void. Then God 
moved in His sovereignty over that 
chaos, and order emerged. So 
Saul’s hearts had been a chaos un- 
til on the Damascus Road God had 
sovereignly moved through all the 
hidden depths of his chaotic per- 
sonality, and order had emerged. 

At the dawn of creation, more- 
over, there had been Stygian dark- 
ness. Then God had moved sov- 
ereignly, and light dawned upon 
the darkness. So Saul’s soul had 
been in gross darkness until God, 
on the Damascus Road, had SOve 
ereignly caused the Light of Jesus 
Christ to shine into the Stygian 
abysses of that soul. 


And, besides this, until God had 
uttered His creative fiat there was 
no loveliness of earth to delight 
His heart. Then in His sovereign- 
ty He spoke and, lo, there was all 
the amazing beauty which God 
pronounced to be very good. And 
thus sin in its blighting ugliness 
had reigned in Saul’s life until he 
met Jesus, and after that his life 
incarnated the beauty of holiness. 


Yes, what God did at creation 
He did again when Saul was con- 
verted. For by the exercise of di- 
vine grace and wisdom and power 
Saul became a new creation, a new 
man in Jesus Christ, a new per- 
sonality with a new perspective, a 
new passion, a new purpose: re- 
made and renamed, no longer Saul 
the Pharisee but Paul the apostle. 

And that sweeping re-creation 
of life is what happens whenever 
a man meets Jesus. Think, for 
instance, of Charles Langsman, 
whom a professor at the Universi- 
ty of Chicago called a modern 
apostle of love. He was born in 
Russia on the shore of the Black 
Sea, and at the age of fourteen 
became a sailor. Soon a confirmed 
drunkard, he wandered from port 
to port for twenty years, fighting, 
lusting, a godless seaman whose 
hand, like the hand of Cain, was 
against everyone. In New York 
City, as the member of a gang, 
he had his leg broken in a brawl. 
Fleeing to Chicago, he pawned 
some of his clothing for money, 
and with his leg crudely bandaged, 
hobbling along on crutches, he 
wandered down the street. He 
came upon an opened door,. un- 
aware that it was the entrance 
to a mission, and looked at the 
crowd assembled inside. He lis- 
tened; the message gripped him; 
he stumbled to an empty seat, and, 
when an invitation to accept Jesus 
Christ was given at the end of the 
service, he went forward at once. 
A worker attempted to deal with 
him, but Charles Langsman in his 
crude way kept interrupting, 
“Where’s Mr. Jesus? I want to 
see Mr. Jesus.” The worker tried 
to explain that Mr. Jesus was in 
Heaven, seated at the right hand 
of the Father. Langsman, however, 
would not accept the explanation. 
“All these guys told what Mr. 
Jesus did for them. Where is He? 
I want to see Mr. Jesus.” 

And finally the truth of the liv- 
ing presence of Jesus dawned upon 
that worker. He suddenly realized 


The Bible Is Right 


(Continued from page 1) 


But it will not have accom- 
plished its mission until it has 
climbed the icy mountains of 
Greenland, until it has gone over 
the granite cliffs of China, until it 
has thrown its glow amid the 
Australian mines, until it has 
scattered its gems along the 
diamond districts of Brazil, and all 
thrones shall be gathered into one 
throne, and all crowns by the fires 
of revolution shall be melted into 
one crown, and this Book shall at 
the very gate of heaven have 
waved in the ransomed empires— 
not until then will this glorious 
Bible have accomplished its mis- 
sion. 


In carrying out, then, the idea 
of my text—‘The statutes of the 
Lord are right’’—I shall show you 
that the Bible is right in authen- 
tication, that it is right in style, 
that it is right in doctrine, that it 
is right in its effects. 


The Bible Right in 
Authenticity 
Can you doubt the authenticity 
of the Scriptures? There is not so 
much evidence that Walter Scott 


wrote ‘““The Lady of the Lake,” not 
so much evidence that Shake- 
speare wrote “Hamlet,” not so 


much evidence that John Milton 
wrote “Paradise Lost,” as there is 
evidence that the Lord God Al- 
mighty, by the hands of the proph- 
ets, evangelists, and _ apostles, 
wrote this Book. Suppose a book 
now to be written came in conflict 
with a great many things, and was 
written by bad men or impostors, 
how long would such a 
stand? It would be 


| came 


everybody. And I say, if that Bible | 


had been an imposition 
not been written by the men 
who said they wrote it—if it 
had been a mere collection of false- 


if it had | 


hoods, do you not suppose that it | 


jected by the people? If Job, and 
Isaiah, and Jeremiah, and Paul, 
and Peter, and John were impos- 
tors, they would have been scouted 
by generations and nations. 


If that Book has come down 
through fires of centuries without 
a scar, it is because there is noth- 
ing in it destructible. How near 
have, they come to destroying the 
Bible? When they began their op- 
position, there were two or three 
thousand copies of it. Now there 
are two hundred million, so far as 
I can calculate. These Bible truths 
notwithstanding all the opposition, 
have gone into all languages—into 
the philosophic Greek, the flowing 
Italian, the graceful German, the 
passionate French, the picturesque 
Indian, and the exhaustless Anglo- 
Saxon. Under the painter’s pencil, 
the birth, and the crucifixion, and 
the resurrection glow on the walls 
of palaces; or under the engraver’s 
knife speak from the mantel of the 
mountain cabin; while _ stones, 
touched by the sculptor’s chisel, 
start up into preaching apostles 
and ascending martyrs. Now, do 
you not suppose, if that Book had 
been an imposition and a false- 
hood, it would have gone down un- 
der these ceasless fires of opposi- 
tion? 

Further, suppose that there was 
a great pestilence going over the 
earth, and hundreds of thousands 
of men were dying of that pesti- 
lence, and someone should find a 
medicine that cured ten thousand 
people, would not everybody ac- 
knowledge that that must be a 
good medicine? Why, someone 


as he told afterward, that Jesus 
was not just in Heaven, but in 
that mission too. And grasping 
that truth, he was able to intro- 
duce Charles Langsman to Mr. 
Jesus, who, though invisible, was 
really there in Chicago, as much 
there as He was at the right hand 
of the Father. Charles Langsman 
that night met Mr. Jesus, and as a 
result of that meeting became a 
new creation, a great winner of 
souls, the superintendent of the 
Chicago Bible Mission, a modern 
apostle of redeeming love. 


And just as Charles Langsman 
met Mr. Jesus that night, so you 
can meet Mr. Jesus today. Though 
invisible, He is present. Let Him 
confront you. Let Him convict 
you. Let Him change you. Let Him 
create you anew. Let Him give you 
the power to live a transformed 
life. Meet Him now and have Him 
as your Saviour forever. 


ithe sky, and some of which have 


nied | paled into the whiteness of the lily 


scouted by |. 


, ; 'tively absurd that they could have 
would have been immediately re- | 


would say: “Do you deny it? There 
have been ten thousand people 
cured by it.” I simply state the 
fact that there have been hundreds 
of thousands of Christian men and 
women who say they have felt 
the truthfulness of that Book, and 
its power in their souls. It has 
cured them of the worst leprosy 


that ever came down on our 
earth, namely, the leprosy of 
sin; and if I can point you to 


multitudes who say they have felt 
the power of that cure, are you not 
reasonable enough to acknowledge 
the fact that there must be some 
power in the medicine? Will you 
take the evidence of millions of 
patients who have been cured; or 
will you take the evidence of the 
skeptic who stands aloof and con- 
fesses that he never took the medi- 
cine? 

The Bible intimates that there 
was a city called Petra, built out 
of solid rock. Infidelity scoffed at 
it. “‘Where is your city of Petra?” 
Buckhardt and Laborde went forth 
in their explorations, and they 
upon that very city. The 
mountains stand around like giants 
guarding the tomb where the city 
is buried. They find a street in 
that city six miles long, where 
once flashed imperial pomp, and 
which echoed with the laughter of 
light-hearted mirth on its way to 
the theater. On temples, fashioned 
out of colored stones—some of 
which have blushed into the crim- 
son of the rose, and some of which 
have darkened into the blue of 


~aye, on column, and pediment, 
and entablature, and statuary, God 
writes the truth of that Bible. 

The Bible says that Sodom and 
Gomorrah were destroyed by fire 
and brimstone. “‘Absurd.” Infidels, 
year after year, said: “It is posi- 


been destroyed by brimstone. 


There is nothing in the elements 
to cause such a shower of death 
as that.” Lieutenant Lynch—I 
think he was the first man who 
went out on the discovery, but he 
has been followed by many others 
—Lieutenant Lynch went out in 
exploration, and came to the Dead 
Sea, which, by a convuision of na- 
ture, has overflowed the place 
where the cities once stood. He 
sank his fathoming line, and 
brought up from the bottom of the 
Dead Sea great masses of sulphur, 
remnants of that very tempest 
that swept Sodom and Gomorrah 
to ruin. Who was right—the Bible 
that announced the destruction of 
those cities, or the skeptics who 
for ages scoffed at it? 


The Bible says there was a city 
called Nineveh, and that it was 
three days’ journey around it, and 
that it should be destroyed by fire 
and water. “Absurd,” cried out 
hundreds of voices for many years, 
“no such a city was ever built that 
it would take you three days’ 
journey to go around. Besides, it 
could not be destroyed by fire and 


water; they are antagonistic ele- 
ments.” But Layard, Botta, Bon- 
omi, and Keith go out, and by 


their explorations they find that 
city of Nineveh, and they tell us 
that by their own experiment it is 
three days’ journey around (ac- 
cording to the old estimate of a 
days’ journey), and that it was 
literally destroyed by fire and by 
water—two antagonistic elements 
—a part of the city having been 
inundated by the river Tigris (the 
brick material in those times be- 
ing dried clay instead of burned); 
while in other parts they find the 
remains of the fire in heaps of 


charcoal that have been excavated, 


and in the calcined slabs of gyp- 
sum. Who was right, the Bible or 
infidelity? 

Moses intimated that they had 
vineyards in Egypt. “Absurd,” 
cried hundreds of voices, “you can’t 
raise grapes in Egypt; or, if you 
can, it is a very great exception 

(Continued on page 12) 
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that you can raise them.” But the | 
traveler goes down, and in the 
derground vaults of Eilithya 
finds painted on the wall all the 
process of tending the vines and 
treading out the grapes. It is all 
there, familiarly sketched by peo- 
ple who evidently knew all about 
it, and saw it all about them every 
day; and in those underground 
vaults there are vases still in- 
crusted with the settlings of the 
wine. You see the vine did grow in 
}Kigypt,. whether it grows there now 
or not. 

Thus you see, 
ihe Bible, at the same 
wrote this commentary, 
utes of the Lord are right,” on 
Jeaves of rock and shell, bound in 
clasps of metal, lying on mountain 
tables, and in the jeweled vase of 
the sea. In authenticity -and in 
genuiness the statutes of the Lord 
are right. 


while God wrote 
time He 
‘The stat- 


Richt In Language and Style 
Again, the Bible is right in style. 
I know there are a great many 


people who think it is merely a 
collection of genealogical tables 


and dry facts. That is because they 
do not know how to read the Book. 
You take up,.the most interesting 
novel that was ever written, and 
if you commence at the four hun- 
dredth page today, and tomorrow 
at the three hundredth, and the 
at the first page, how 
much sense or interest would you 
from it? Yet that is the 
very process to which the Bible 
is subjected every day. An angel 
from heaven, reading the Bible 
in that way, could not understand 
it. 

The Bible has a door by which 
to enter and a door by which to go 
out. Genesis is the door to go in 
end Revelation the door to go out. 


These Epistles of Paul-the Apostle 
are merely letters written, folded 
up, and sent by postmen to the 
different churches. Do you read 
other letters’ the way you read 
Paul’s letters? Suppose you get 
m business letter, and you know 


that in it there are important fi- 
nancial propositions, do you read 
the last page first, and then one 
Jine of the third page, and another 
of the second, and another of the 
first? No. You begin with “Dear 
Sir,” and end with “Yours truly.” 
Wow, here is a letter written from 
the throne of God to our lost 
world; it is full of magnificent 
hopes and propositions, and we dip 
in here and there and we know 
mothing about it. 

sesides that, people read the 
Bibie when they cannot do any- 
thing else. It is a dark day, 
they do not feel well, and they do 
not go to business, and after loung- 
ing about a while they pick up the 
Bible—their mind refuses to enjoy 
the truth. Or they come home 


weary from the store or shop, and | 


they feel, if they do not say, it is 
a dull book. While the Bible is to 
be read on stormy days, and while 
your head aches, it is also to be 
read in the sunshine, and when 
your nerves, like  harp-strings, 
thrum the song of health. While 
your vision is clear walk in this 
paradise of truth; and while your 


mental appetite is good pluck 
these .clusters of grace. 
I am fascinated with the con- 


ciseness of this book. Every word 
is packed full of truth. Every sen- 
tence is double-barreled. Every 
paragraph is like an old banyan 
tree, with a hundred roots and a 
hundred branches. It is a great 
arch; pull out one stone and it all 
comes down. There has never been 
a pearl-diver who could gather up 
one half of the treasures in any 
verse. John Halsebach, of Vienna 
for twenty-one years, 
bath expounded to his congrega- 
tion the first chapter of the book | 
of Isaiah, and yet did not get | 
through with it. Nine-tenths of all | 


and | 


a 


| 


doctrines. 


the good literature of this age is | 


merely the Bible diluted. 

I am also amazed at the variety 
of this Book. Mind you, not contra- 
diction or collision, but variety. 
Just as in the song you have the 
basso and alto, and soprano and 
tenor—they are not in collision 
but come in to 


this Book there are different parts 
of this great song of redemption. 
‘The prophet comes and takes one 
and the patriarch another 
part, and the evangelist another 


and the apostles another 
part, and yet they all come into 
the grand harmony—the song of 
“Moses and the Lamb.” If God had 
inspired men of the same tempera- 
ment to write this Book it might 
have been monotonous; but David, 
and Isaiah, and Peter, and Job, 
and Ezekiel, and Paul, and John, 
were men of different tempera- 
ments, and so, when God inspired 
them to write, they wrote in their 
own style. God prepared the Book 
for all classes of people. 

For instance, little children 
would read the Bible, and God 


knew that, so He allows Matthew 
and Luke to write sweet stories 


part, 


‘about Christ with the doctors of 


and Christ at the well, 
so that 


the law, 
and Christ at the cross, 
any little child can understand 
them. Then God knew that the 
aged people would want to read 
the Book, and so He allows Solo- 
mon to compact a world of wisdom 
in that book of Proverbs. God 
knew that the historian would 
want to read it, and so He allows 
Moses to give the plain statements 
of the Pentateuch. God knew that 
the poet would want to read it, 
and so He allows Job to picture 
the heavens as a curtain; and Isa- 
iah, the mountains as weighed in 
a balance, and the waters as held 
in the hollow of the Omnipotent 
hand. 


And God touched David, until in 
the latter part of the Psalms, he 
gathers a great choir standing in 
galleries above-each other—beasts 
and men in the first gallery; above 
them, hills and mountains; above 
them, fire and hail and tempest; 
above them, sun, and moon, and 
stars of light; and then, on the 
highest gallery, arrays the hosts 
of. angels; and then, standing be- 
fore this great choir, ‘reaching 
from thé dépths of earth to the 
heights of heaven, like the lead- 
er of a great orchestra, he lifts 
his hands, crying: “Praise ye the 
Lord. Let everything that hath 
breath praise the Lord,” and all 
earthly creatures in their song, 
and mountains with their waving 
cedars, and tempests in their 
thunder and rattling hail, and 
stars on all their trembling harps 
of light, and angels on their 
thrones, respond in magnificent ac- 
claim: “Praise ye the Lord. Let 
everything that hath breath praise 
the Lord.” 

God knew that the pensive and 
complaining world would want to 
read it, and so he inspires Jere- 
miah to write: “Oh that my head 
were waters, and mine eyes a 
fountain of tears.” God knew that 
the lovers of the wild, romantic, 
and the strange would want to 
read it, so he lets Ezekiel write of 
mysterious rolls, and winged crea- 
tures, and flying wheels of fire. 
God prepared it for all zones—for 
the artic and the tropics, as well 
as for the temperate zone. Cold- 
blooded Greenlanders would find 
much to interest them, and the 
tanned inhabitants at the equator 
would find his passionate nature 
boil with the vehemence of heav- 
enly truth. The Arabian would 
read it on his dromedary, and the 
Laplander seated on the swift sled, 
and the herdmen of Holland guard- 
ing the cattle in the grass, and the 
Swiss girl reclining amid Alpine 
crags. Oh, when I see that the Bi- 
ble is suited in style, exactly suit- 
ed to all ages, to all conditions, to 
all lands, I cannot help repeating 
the conclusion of my text: “The 
statutes of the Lord are right.” 


The Bible Blessedly Right 
in Doctrine 
I remark again, the 


Bible is 


us right in its doctrines. Man a sin- 
every Sab- | 


ner, Christ a Saviour—the two 
Man must come down— 
his pride, his self-righteousness, 
his worldliness. Christ, the Anoin- 
_ted, must go up. If it had not been 
for the setting forth of the atone- 
ment, Moses would never have des- 
cribed the creation, prophets would 
not have predicted, apostles would 
not have preached. It seems to me 
as if Jesus, in the Bible, were 
standing on a platform in a great 
ampitheater, and as if the proph- 
ets were behind Him, throwing 
light forward on His sacred per- 
son; and as if the apostles and 
evangelists stood before Him, like 
footlights throwing up their light 
into His blessed countenance; and 
then as if all the earth and heaven 


eh oe 


were the applauding auditory. The 
Bible speaks of Pisgah and Car- 
mel, and Sinai, but makes all 
mountains bow down to Calvary. 
The flocks led over the Judean 
hills were emblems of “the lamb 
of God that taketh away the sin 
of the world,” and the lion leaping 
out of its lair was an emblem of 
“the lion of Judah's tribe.” I will, 
in my next breath, recite to you 
the most wonderful sentence ever 
written: “This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners.’ No wonder that 
when Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
heaven sympathized with earth, 
and a wave of joy dashed clear 
over the battlements and dripped 
upon the shepherds in the words: 
“Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will toward 
men.” In my next sentence every 
word weighs a ton. “God so loved 
the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” Show 
me any other book with such a 
doctrine—so high, so deep, so vast. 


Just Right in It’s Effects 

Again, the Bible is right in its 
effects. I do not care where you 
put the Bible, it just suits the 
place. You put it in the hand of a 
man seriously concerned about his 
soul. 1 see people often giving to 
the serious soul this and that book. 
It may be very well; but there is 
no book like the Bible. He reads 
the commandments, and pleads to 
the indictment “Guilty.” He takes 
up the Psalms of David and says: 
“They just describe my feelings.” 
He flies to good works. Paul starts 
him out of that by the announce- 
ment: “A man is not justified by 
works.” He falls back in his dis- 
couragement. The Bible starts him 
up with the sentence: “Remember 
Lot’s wife..Grieve, not the Spirit. 
Flee the wrath to come.” Then the 
man, in-despair, begins to cry out: 
“What shall I do? Where shall I 
go?” and a voice reaches him, say- 
ing: “Come unto me, all ye who 
are weary and heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest.” Take this Bible 
and place it in the hands of men 
in trouble. 


Is there anybody here in trou- 
ble? Oh! I might better ask, 
are there any here who have 
never been in trouble? Put this 
Bible in the hands of the trou- 
bled. You find that as some of 
the best berries grow in the 
Sharpest thorns, so some of the 
sweetest consolations of the Gos- 
pel grow on the most stinging af- 
flictions. You thought that death 
had grasped your child. Oh, no. 
It was only the heavenly Shepherd 
taking a lamb out of the cold. 
Christ bent over you as you held 
the child in your lap and putting 
His arms gently around the little 
one said, “Of such is the kingdom 
of heaven,” 


Put the Bible in the school. Pal- 
sied be the hand that would take 
the Bible from the college and the 
school. Educate only a man’s head 
and you make him an infidel. Edu- 
cate only a man’s heart and you 
make him a fanatic. Educate them 
both together and you have the 
noblest work of God. An educated 
mind without moral priciples is a 
ship without a helm, a rushing 
train without brakes or reversing 
rod to control the speed. 

Put the Bible in the family. 
There it lies on the table, an un- 
limited power. Polygamy and un- 
scriptural divorce are prohibited. 
Parents are kind and faithful, chil- 
dren polite and obedient. Domestic 
sorrows lessened by being divided, 
joys increased by being multiplied. 
Oh, father, oh, mother, take down 
that long neglected Bible and read 
it yourselves and let your children 
read it. Put the Bible on the train 
and on shipboard, till all parts of 
this land and all other lands shall 
have its illumination. This hour 
there rises the yell of heathen wor- 
ship and in the face of this day’s 
sun smokes the blood of human 
sacrifice. Give them the Bible. Un- 
bind that wife from the funeral 
pyre, for no other sacrifice is need- 
ed, since the blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth from all sin, 


I am preaching this sermon be-, 


cause there are so many who 
would have you believe that the 
Bible is an outlandish book and 
obsolete. It is fresher and more 
intense than any book that yester- 
day came out of your great pub- 
lishing houses. Make it your guide 
in life and your pillow in death. 
After the battle of Richmond, 


a dead soldier was found with his 
hand lying on an open Bible. The 
summer insects had eaten the 
flesh from the hand, but the skele- 
ton finger lay on these words: 
“Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil; for thou are with 
me, thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me.” Yes, this book will 
become in your last days, when 
you turn away from all other 
books, a solace for your soul. Per- 
haps it will be your mother’s Bible, 
perhaps the one given you on your 
wedding day, its cover now worn 


out, and its leaves faded with age; | 


but its bright promises will flash 
upon the opening gates of heaven. 


How precious is the Book divine 
By inspiration given; 
Bright as a lamp its doctrines 
shine 
To guide our souls to heaven. 


This lamp, through all the tedious 
night 
Of, life shall guide our way, 
Till we behold the clearer light 
Of an eternal day. 


(From the Great Pulpit Masters series, 
Vol. VII—T. DeWITT TALMAGE. A book 
of sermons published by Fleming H. Revell 
Co. Used by permission.) 
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NEW PORTABLE TYPEWRITER AS 

LOW AS $52.50. New DeLuxe Postcard 
Duplicator with automatic feed, adjustable 
for size and weight of card or paper, in- 
cluding supply kit $10.75. Extra quire of 
stencils $1.35. Standard and portable type- 
writers—new and rebuilt at special price 
to Sword of the Lord readers. The Type- 
writer Specialists, 5541 S. Ashland Ave., 
Chicago 36, Ill. GRovehill 6-8100. 


Christian Greeting Cards 
Wholesale and Retail 


With Bible Text. Chrisimas, Birthday and al 
Occasions. Comforting, encouraging messages of 
cheer to the sick, sorrowing and shut-in. In 


Bulk and Boxed Assortments. 
prices reasonable. 


Good profit and 

Ask for Catalog Price List. 
PEASE GREETING CARDS. Inc. 

264 Laurel St. 8. Buffalo 8, N. Y. 
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CHILDREN’S GOSPEL HOUR, INC. 


Livingston, Tennessee 
A work of faith broadcasting the Gospel 
to the millians of children not attending 
Sunday School. Available for broadcast 
anywhere. 
HEARD WEEKLY ON 100 STATIONS 
Pray for the work. Write for information. 
Rev. Henry C. Geiger, Director 


5,000 °""'s"'4* WANTED 


WORKERS 
to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, 
handsome Scripture mottoes, Scripture 
calendars, greeting cards. com- 
a Send for free catalog and price 
ist. 
George W. Noble, The Christian Co. 
Dept. 5W Pontiac Bldg., Chicago 5, [Il. 


GOSPEL TENTS 
Canvas .,."'%'™"'.. Tabernac'es 


METAL SEAT ENDS 


Smith Mfg. Co., Dalton, Ga. 
Over 50 Years in Business 


GOSPEL CHALK TALKS 


95 Crayon Lessons EASY TO MAKE and 


YOU can make EFFECTIVE. Each one 
CHALK TALKS an lllustrated gospel 
that grip the message desianed to 
attention of youna win the young 
and old lor Christ 
pew’ 


BIBLE HOUSE PRESS 
2516 Jay Street, Rm. 203 
Sacramento 16, Calif. 


Remember to say you saw 
it advertised in 


Baby Billboards 


RARE GIFTS 


Gifts For Everyone 
Pastors—Teachers—Christian workers 
Thousands of boys and girls, all -ages 
have been inspired to attend Sunday 
School by these unusual gifts. Thousands 
won to Christ. Watch your S.S. and clase 
grow. Give a gift. GET ACQUAINTED OF- 
FER, 40 different gifts $1.00. Price list 
free. SURPRISE! 3—35c gifts with each 
order. Cardboard packed. Add 25c Postage. 
President Eisenhower’s Prayer—8 x 10 

parchment paper—FREE 
EVARETT MILLS—Children’s Friend 
1301 West 58th Place, Los Angeles 44, Calif. 


SOUND 
SCRIPTURAL TRACTS 


Ideal for Pastors, Personal Workers 


and Street Meetings 
Send for Samples 
SCRIPTURE TRACT SOCIETY 
Box 164, Marcus Hook, Pa. 
Mention The Sword of the Lord 


of The Bible in MyEveryday Life’ 


1. 
puoisners 


HELP US KEEP CHRIST 
IN CHRISTMAS 


Send us $1.00 and we'll mail you 100 
beautiful ‘“‘Keep Christ in Christmas’’ seals. 
Your dollar will broadcast the Gospel to 
a needy world 


FRED MAC ARTHUR 


Box 2732, Paterson, New Jersey 


Was Christ Crucified 
on Friday ...@Or? 


is a book of eleven chapters, four charts, 
and a Scriptural Calendar of Passion Week. 
Considered by many a very exhaustive treat- 
ise of the subject. 


Price $1.25 


Rev. A. G. Kruschwitz, D. C. 
347 William St. Marine City, Michigan 


ATTENTION— 


Sunday School Classes and Youth Groups! 
Raise money for special projects by selling 
“Jesus Saves” pins. Lovely 12 karat rolled- 
gold plate. Make ideal Christmas gifts. 
Easily sold—excellent profits. Write: 

GOSPEL nh 


iami, 


Box 425 Oklahoma 


JEN FOREN ace 


Gn. for parents and young 
nguy designed both to meet the 
ihe and lead them to Christ. 


SEND 25c¢ FOR A SELECTION OF 25 


THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND BOX 888* AKRON 9, OHIO 
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CHURCH FURNITURE 
PEWS, PULPITS, ALTARS 

Prompt Delivery—Proven Quality 


Gunder Manufacturing Co. 


Box 435 Humbolt, lowa 
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SELL BIBLES 


And Other Good Beoks 
Help your friende and make money sell- 
ing Bibles, Good Books, and Greeting 
Cards. Let us tell you how. Writing 
does not obligate you, so drop us that 
card now 
GOSPEL DISTRIBUTORS 

Dept. S Athens, Alabama 


FREE! 


“Lost in the Woods” 


64-page Christian Adventure 
Story Book for Children given 
with one-year orders for THE 
CHRISTIAN PARENT or MY 
CHUM magazines. $2.50 each. 
THE CHRISTIAN PARENT— 
Help with Home Problems— 
Beautiful Children’s Devo- 
tions 
MY CHUM—Christian Comics 
and Stories for Children 


The Christian Education Company 
Box LWSL Highland, Iilinois 


TITHING FILM 
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minute color-sound. Write Perry Hayden, “The 
Quaker Miller’’ Tecumseh, Mich., Dept. SL. 


